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June 16, 2023

The Honourable Joyce Murray,

Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
200 Kent St

Ottawa, ON K1A OE6

Dear Minister Joyce Murray,

Re: Total Allowable Catch levels for Northern Shrimp (Pandalus borealis) for the
2023 season in Shrimp Fishing Area 0

NWMB Decision |

On June 7, 2023, Fisheries and Oceans Canada requested that the Nunavut Wildlife
Management Board (NWMB or the Board) recommend a total allowable catch for
northern shrimp (Pandalus borealis) in Shrimp Fishing Area 0 (SFA 0) for the 2023
fishing season, including the option to implement a multi-year total allowable catch for
two or more years.

At the NWMB's June 7, 2023, In-Camera Meeting (IC002-2023), the Board made the
following recommendation:

RESOLVED that pursuant to Article 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement, the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board recommends a total allowable catch of 500
tonnes of Pandalus borealis in Shrimp Fishing Area 0 for the 2023 and 2024
fishing seasons.

Reasons for NWMB Decision

In reaching this recommendation, the NWMB considered Fisheries and Oceans
Canada's submission, stakeholder input, and other relevant information. The Board
considered that the total allowable catch for SFA 0 has been set at a competitive 500
metric tonnes since 1996 but has never been fished beyond exploratory trials. The
Board considered the administrative burden associated with making this
recommendation annually. While the fishery is not currently being exploited, Nunavut
Allocation holders indicated during the Board's Regular Meeting on June 7, 2023, that
an updated stock status could potentially allow for future exploitation. The Board
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observed that the existing scientific information for this area is outdated and unreliable.
Consequently, the Board recommends that Fisheries and Oceans Canada undertake
stock assessment surveys in SFA 0 to generate up-to-date and reliable scientific data.

Given the above considerations, the Board recommends a rollover of the 500 metric
tonnes in SFA 0 for northern shrimp for the 2023 and 2024 fishing seasons.

Shrimp Fishing Area 0 Boundary and Access for Other Nunavut Enterprises

The boundaries of SFA 0 straddles into the Nunavut Settlement Area. The NWMB has
Nunavut Agreement Article 5 decision-making authority within the Nunavut Settlement
Area. The proposal before the Board, however, only seeks a recommendation from the
Board. This circumstance does not align with the Wildlife Management System under
the Nunavut Agreement. The Board looks forward to working with your Department to
implement the Wildlife Management System for shrimp fishing in the NSA in the near
future.

The Board also acknowledges that we are aware that you are considering the Board's
2021 recommendation on increasing access to SFA 0 for other Nunavut sub-allocation
holders, and we look forward to your response.

Conclusion

The Board hereby forwards its recommendations to you pursuant to the relevant terms
of the Nunavut Agreement. The NWMB looks forward to continued collaboration with
co-management partners to manage Nunavut's commercial fisheries. If you or your
officials have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the
NWMB.

Sincerely,

N o/
C ) \,\\f{ﬂ/,t:‘gﬁ,

Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

CcC: Christi Friesen, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Courtney D'Aoust, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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Fisheries and Oceans Péches et Océans

Canada Canada
Deputy Minister Sous-ministre
June 7, 2024

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
tsataa@nwmb.com

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

I am writing to you regarding the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB) recommendations for
the management of Northern shrimp (Pandalus borealis) in Shrimp Fishing Area (SFA) 0.

The Board’s recommendation to establish a competitive Total Allowable Catch (TAC) in SFA 0 for waters
outside the Nunavut Settlement Area (NSA) at 500t is supported for the 2024 fishery season. Further, I
support, in part, the Board’s recommendation to expand access outside of the NSA to Nunavut sub-
allocation holders in the SFA 0 competitive fishery by granting access to Baffin Fisheries Coalition and
Qikiqgtaaluk Corporation, beginning in 2024, given that these entities have the capacity to fish for
Northern shrimp.

Additionally, in concert with the Board’s recommendation, a request to the Canadian Science Advisory
Secretariat has been made for Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFQO) Science to generate more current
scientific data. However, it should be noted that such a request would be considered in the context of a
number of other departmental priorities in regards to science research.

I acknowledge the Board’s role in the management of commercial fisheries, and I agree with the need for
continued discussion on the management and administration of shrimp resources within and outside of the
NSA. I encourage continued dialogue between the NWMB and my Departmental officials on matters of
collaboration in the management of SFA 0.

I appreciate the Board’s collaboration and cooperation in the sustainable management of our shared
shrimp resources.

Sincerely,

Qo Do

The Honourable Diane Lebouthillier, P.C., M.P.

c.c.: Leigh Edgar, Fisheries and Oceans Canada; Christi Friesen, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Canada
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