






August 22, 2019 

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson 
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard 
15th Floor, Centennial Towers 
200 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0E6 

Dear Minister Wilkinson: 

Re: Greater than 15% increase to the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for Northern 
and Striped shrimp in the Western Assessment Zone 

On August 12, 2019, Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) received 
your correspondence in response to NWMB’s decisions and recommendations on 
Northern shrimp (Pandalus Borealis) and Striped shrimp (P. montagui) in the Eastern 
and Western Assessment Zone (Appendix 1). Your department agreed with the Board’s 
decision to:  

1. Increase the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) of Northern Shrimp the Western
Assessment Zone  (WAZ) from 2,080 t to 3,163 t; and

2. Increase the TAC of Striped Shrimp in the WAZ from 6,138 t to 11,975 t.

For both species, this is a greater than 15% increase to Nunavut’s allocation from the 
2018/2019 fishing season TAC and therefore triggers section 12.2 of the NWMB’s 2019 
Allocation Policy for Commercial Marine Fisheries (Allocation Policy) (released April 18, 
2019, Appendix 2). Section12.2 of the Allocation Policy outlines the process for an 
increase in Nunavut’s allocations as follows: 

If any Nunavut allocation increase is equal to or greater than 15%, allocation 
holders will work together under Nunavut Fisheries Association (NFA) or other 
interested industry membership to determine proposed increases to each 
allocation holder and bring this advice to the FAC and the NWMB. After taking this 
advice into careful account, the NWMB will decide as to the fairest way to 
proceed… 

The Nunavut Fisheries Association (NFA) have agreed on the distribution of the 
increase in Nunavut’s allocation of shrimp in the WAZ and have recommended to the 



Board that the increase be shared 60 percent and 40 percent between Baffin Fisheries 
and Qikiqtaaluk Corporation respectively (Appendix 3).  

At the NWMB’s meeting (INT10-2019) on August 19, 2019, the Board carefully 
considered the recommendation submitted by the NFA and made the following decision: 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 5.2.33 of the Nunavut Agreement, and 
section 12.2 of the NWMB’s 2019 Allocation Policy for Commercial Marine 
Fisheries, the NWMB approves the Nunavut Fisheries Association’s 
recommendation to share the increase in the Total Allowable Catch of Northern 
and Striped Shrimp in the Western Assessment Zone between Baffin Fisheries 
and Qikiqtaaluk Corporation at 60 and 40 percent respectively.  

In reaching this decision, the NWMB considered that harvesting the full allocation, 
including the increase in TAC will benefit Nunavut fisheries and Nunavummiut.  Given 
that the fishing season is ongoing, the NWMB looks forward to timely completion of the 
Nunavut Agreement section 5.3.18 decision-making process. 

If you or your staff have any questions or concerns regarding the content of this letter, 
please do not hesitate to contact the NWMB. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Shewchuk  
Chairperson of the  
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 

c.c.
- Leigh Edgar, Senior Fisheries and Aquaculture Management Officer, 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
- Gabriel Nirlungayuk, Regional Director General, Arctic Region, Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada;
- Scott Gilbert, A/Associate Regional Director General, Central and Arctic 

Region, Fisheries and Oceans Canada;
- Larry Dow; Director, Northern Operations, Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada.
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