
 

 

 

 

ᔪᓚᐃ 18, 2024 
 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᒍᐃᓪᐸᐅᑦ, P.C. M.P.   ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ Diane Lebouthillier 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᓚᐅᓪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᓯᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ, 
ᐱᖁᔭᓕᐅᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ      ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓯᑯᓯᐅᖅᑎᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐋᑐᐋ, ᐋᓐᑎᐅᕆᐅᓪ      15th Floor, Centennial Towers 
ᑲᓇᑕ        200 Kent Street 
K1A 0A6       ᐋᑐᐋ, ᐋᓐᑎᕆᐅᓪ 
        K1A 0E6 
 
ᑐᕌᖅᑐᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᓄᑦ Guilbeault ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ Lebouthillier, 
 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᖅ:  ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᓚᐅᑉ 

ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑕ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖓᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ Thorny Skate ᐱᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᖏᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒪᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑕ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᔪᐊᖓᑎᒍᑦ.  

 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᕕᒃᓴᖓᒍᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ (RM002-2024) ᐅᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᔫᓂ 26, 2024, 
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑐᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖓᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ thorny skate 
(Amblyraja radiata) ᐱᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᖏᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒪᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑕ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ 
ᐊᑦᑕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᔪᐊᖓᑎᒍᑦ. 
 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᑲᓐᖑᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ (IC002-2024) ᐅᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᔫᓂ 26, 2024, ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓯᓚᐅᓪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦᑕ 
ᑐᓂᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ: 
 

ᐱᖁᔨᕗᖓ ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒋᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ 5.2.34(f) ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᓂ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 
ᐊᖏᖅᓯᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂᒃ thorny skate ᐃᓗᐊᓄᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᖏᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒪᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑕ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᔪᐊᖓᑎᒍᑦ.  

ᑲᑎᒪᔾᔪᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ, ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋ5 ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓯᓚᐅᓪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦᑕ ᑐᓂᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ, ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐅᖃᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ thorny 
skate ᐃᓄᐃᓴᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᒃᑎᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ ᓂᒋᖅᐸᓯᖕᒥ ᓇᔪᒐᖏᓐᓂᑦ. ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᕐᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑖᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐆᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ  ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓᑦ 

ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓᓐᓄᑦ 



 

 

 

 

ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ 2012 ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᓄᖑᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒋᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔨᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᑦ COSEWIC 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓇᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᖕᒪᖔᑕ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐱᖃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᖑᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂ 
ᓂᐅᕐᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓂᖓ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᕐᓂᒃ ᓂᕆᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᓂᒋᕐᒥ 
ᓇᔪᒐᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂ. ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ thorny skate ᐱᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᖏᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒪᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑕ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᔪᐊᖏᑎᒍᑦ 
ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓂᐊᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒪᕕᖕᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓕᔭᐅᒃᐸᑕ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᐅᖅᓱᐊᖅᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖃᓕᕋᔭᕐᒪᑕ ᑕᐅᕙᓂ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᓇᔪᒐᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᑎᕐᔫᒥᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᕆᔭᖏᑦ. 
 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑐᓴᕋᓱᐊᕈᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓇᓐᖓᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖤᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ, ᐱᖃᓯᐅᑎᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᖏᖅᑐᒑᐱᒃ, ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ, ᑭᓐᖓᐃᑦ, 
ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᖅ, ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᒥᖁᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦ, ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖓᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑐᓐᖓᕕᒃ ᑎᒥᖓᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦ 
ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᑦᓯᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂᑦ. 
 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ, ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᔨᒃᑲᐃᔪᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒪᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᔪᒪᔪᑦ 
ᑐᓐᖓᕕᖃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ 2012-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑐᓴᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 2015-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐱᑐᖃᕐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᔭᕐᓂᖏᓕᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ thorny skate ᖃᓄᑎᒋ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.  ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ, 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᕗᖅ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᑕ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᓂᕆᐅᒃᐳᑦ ᑭᐅᔾᔪᑎᒋᓂᐊᖅᑕᑦᓯᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ 5 ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖓ. ᑕᐃᒪᓕ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕈᑦᓯ ᐅᑯᐊ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑦ 
ᐱᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑐᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᐸᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ. 
 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ, 

 

ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᓯᐅᓴᒃ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᐊᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᐅᑯᐊ: Sarah Wren, ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓯᓚᐅᓪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 

      Leah Brown, ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
 
 

ᐃᓱᐊ 



 

 

 

 

July 18, 2024 
 
The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, P.C. M.P. The Honourable Diane Lebouthillier 
Minister of Environment and   Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the  
Climate Change Canada    Canadian Coast Guard 
House of Commons     15th Floor, Centennial Towers 
Ottawa, Ontario,     200 Kent Street 
Canada      Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6      K1A 0E6 
 
Dear Minister Guilbeault and Minister Lebouthillier, 
 
Re: NWMB Decision on Environment and Climate Change Canada and Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada’s Proposal to List Thorny Skate as Special Concern 
under the Federal Species at Risk Act  

 
At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting 
(RM002-2024) on June 26, 2024, Fisheries and Oceans Canada presented a proposal 
requesting that the Board approve the listing of thorny skate (Amblyraja radiata) as 
Special Concern under the federal Species at Risk Act.  
 
At the Board’s In-Camera Meeting (IC002-2024) on June 26, 2024, the Board 
considered Environment and Climate Change Canada and Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada’s submission and presentation and made the following decision:  
 

RESOLVED that pursuant to Sections 5.2.34(f) of the Nunavut Agreement, the 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approve the designation of thorny skate as 
a species of Special Concern under the Federal Species at Risk Act.  
 

 

 
In reaching its decision, the Board considered information from Environment and 
Climate Change Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, which suggested that the 
thorny skate population had declined and experienced range contractions in the 
southern extent of its range. The Board also considered the threats to this population 
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identified and described in the 2012 COSEWIC Assessment and Status Report, which 
included catches in commercial fisheries and increased mortality by predators in the 
southern part of their range. The Board determined that listing thorny skate as Special 
Concern under the federal Species at Risk Act will not impact Inuit harvesting rights. 
Instead, the listing could lead to improved conservation measures in areas where the 
species faces ongoing pressures, promoting recovery and stability. 
 
The Board also considered Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s consultation with relevant 
co-management partners in Nunavut, including the Clyde River, Iqaluit, Kimmirut, 
Kinngait, Pangnirtung, Pond Inlet, and Qikiqtarjuaq Hunters and Trappers 
Organizations, Qikiqtaaluk Wildlife Board, Nunavut Inuit Wildlife Secretariat, Nunavut 
Tunngavik Inc., the Government of Nunavut–Division of Fisheries and Sealing, and 
Nunavut’s commercial fishing enterprises. 
 
Finally, the Board noticed and would like to bring to your attention that the proposed 
listing is based on an assessment conducted in 2012, and the consultation was 
conducted in 2015. Using such old information creates uncertainty about how thorny 
skates are currently affected by the identified threats. For effective wildlife management 
decisions, it is important that the Board be provided with the best available science and 
Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit information. 

 
The NWMB looks forward to your reply and prompt completion of the Nunavut 
Agreement Article 5 decision-making process. If you have any questions regarding this 
letter, please do not hesitate to contact the NWMB. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Daniel Shewchuk 
Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
 

cc: Sarah Wren, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
      Leah Brown, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
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ᑕᓐᓂᐅᓪ ᓲᐅᓴᒃ (Daniel Shewchuk) 
ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 
ᑎᑎᖅᑲᕐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊ 1379 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
X0A 0H0 
 
ᒥᔅᑕ ᓯᐅᑦᓴᒃ-ᒧᑦ, 
 
ᓇᑯᕐᒦᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᕋᕕᑦ ᓴᒡᒐᕉᑦ 18, 2024-ᒥᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖓᑦᑕ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ, ᐅᑉᓗᖃᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᒪᓐᓃᑦ 
26, 2024-ᒥᑦ, ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᓇᑕᓐᓇᕙᐃᑦ (Thorny Skate) ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑏᑦ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑐᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᒥᑦ (SARA). ᑲᑎᒪᔩᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᖁᑉᓗᒍ ᓇᑕᓐᓇᕙᐃᑦ (Thorny Skate) 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 1-ᒧᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑏᑦ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑐᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᒥᑦ (SARA), ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᔪᖓ ᖁᕕᐊᒋᒐᑉᑭᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔩᑦ 
ᑭᐅᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ.  

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ, ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᑉ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒡᕕᒋᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᖏᑦ ᐱᔭᒃᓴᐅᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦ ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕕᒃ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᑖᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎ. ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᓂᕐᔪᓯᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ (NMRWB) ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐅᕙᑉᑎᖕᓄᑦ ᖃᑉᓯᐊᕐᔪᐃᑦ ᑕᖅᕿᓂᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᕿᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᕆᔭᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᑕᓐᓇᕙᐃᑦ (Thorny Skate) 
ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ.  

ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒍ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 5.3. 18 ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᒥᑦ, ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔪᖕᓇᖅᐱᑎᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖁᔨᖕᒪᖔᑕ ᑭᒡᓕᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ 120 ᐅᑉᓗᓄᐊᕐᓗᒍ ᐱᒍᑉᑎᒍᑦ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖑᔪᖅ, ᑕᒪᑐᒧᙵ, ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥᑦ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᓂᕐᔪᓯᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᑦ (NMRWB)?  

ᓇᑯᕐᒦᕈᒪᔪᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᕋᑉᓯ. 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ,  

 ᐊᑏᑦ 

  
 
 
ᑯᕆᔅ ᐊᕙᓐᔅ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨ, ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑏᑦ, ᐊᕙᑎᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᓚ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 

  
ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ  ᓯᐅᕋ ᕈᐊᓐ (Sarah Wren), ᑲᓇᑕᒥᑦ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᓚᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᑦ 

(ECCC) 
ᐃᐅᕆᓐ ᒍᕉᓪ (Erin Groulx), ᑲᓇᑕᒥᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ (DFO) 
ᑭᐅᓪ ᐅᐊᖕᕼᐆᕗ (Cal Wenghofer), ᑲᓇᑕᒥᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ (DFO) 

  



 
 

 

Daniel Shewchuk 
Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
P.O. Box 1379 
Iqaluit, Nunavut 
X0A 0H0 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Shewchuk, 
 
Thank you for your letter of July 18, 2024, in which you present the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board’s decision, dated June 26, 2024, on the proposed listing of Thorny 
Skate as special concern under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). The Board indicated 
support for listing Thorny Skate under Schedule 1 of SARA, and I wish to express my 
appreciation for the Board’s response.  

For this decision, the Minister must respect his obligations under both the Nunavut 
Agreement and the Nunavik Inuit Land Claims Agreement. The Nunavik Marine Region 
Wildlife Board (NMRWB) has informed us that they will require several months to 
provide their decision on Thorny Skate.  

As per Article 5.3. 18 of the Nunavut Agreement, can you please advise us whether the 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board grants our request to vary the deadline to 120 
days from when we receive the final board decision, in this case, that of the NMRWB?  

I would like to extend my thanks to you and the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Paula Brand,  
 
Acting Director General,  
Canadian Wildlife Service,  
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
 
 
c.c.  Sarah Wren, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) 

Erin Groulx, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO)  
Cal Wenghofer, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk 
Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
c/o Taqialuq Sataa 
tsataa@nwmb.com 
 
 
Dear Mr. Shewchuk: 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of November 24, 2025, regarding the 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s decision on the Horned Grebe’s listing 
change under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). I regret the delay in responding. 
 
In accordance with Article 5.3.18 of the Nunavut Agreement, I am pleased to 
accept the Board’s decision to combine the Magdalen Islands and the Western 
populations into a single designatable unit for the Horned Grebe. The Eeyou 
Marine Region Wildlife Board has also accepted this change, while the Nunavik 
Marine Region Wildlife Board has indicated that it will not be providing a decision 
on this assessment. 
 
I would like to express my gratitude to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
for ensuring that the interests of rights-holders were carefully considered in 
arriving at this decision. 
 
Following my recommendation, should the Governor in Council approve the 
proposed change to the Horned Grebe, Western population, further refinements 
to the existing management plan may be required. Environment and Climate 
Change Canada officials will work collaboratively with relevant Nunavut partners, 
as needed, in accordance with the Nunavut Agreement and SARA. 
 
Please accept my best regards. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, P.C., M.P. 

mailto:tsataa@nwmb.com
DesrivieresT
Feb 6, 2026
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