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July 14, 2026

Honourable Joanne Thompson
Minister of Fisheries
Government of Canada

15th Floor, Centennial

Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OE6

Dear Minister Thompson:
Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board Decision Regarding the Proposal to

Approve Carry-forward protocol and gear amendments for the Greenland
halibut fishery in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area

| NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting in
Kinngait, June 24, 2026, (RM002-2026), the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada requested that the Board approve a standing carry-forward protocol for
Greenland Halibut in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area and modify an
existing non-quota limitation concerning permissible gear types.

The Board considered this request during its In-Camera Meeting (IC002-2026) on June
25, 2026 and passed the following resolution:

RESOLVED that, subject to the terms of Article 5.6.48 of the Nunavut Agreement. The
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approve carry-forward provisions for Greenland
halibut in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area, whereby harvesters may
carry forward up to 15 percent of their reconciled quota from the previous year, in eligible
years.

FURTHER RESOLVED, pursuant to the terms of Article 5.6.48 of the Nunavut
Agreement. The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approve the use of #11-16 J-hooks
in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area.
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| Reasons for NWMB Decision |

In reaching its decision, the Board considered Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s argument
that carry-forward provisions allow for greater flexibility and responsiveness of the fishery
to the resource while balancing sustainability considerations. While there is no
Precautionary Approach Framework for the stock, it is deemed to be in the healthy zone.
Fisheries and Oceans Canada did not express any conservation concerns with the
proposed provisions. The Board also considered that the requested carry-forward
provisions align with provisions elsewhere in Canada, including those approved by the
Board for waters adjacent to the Nunavut Settlement Area.

The Board heard that Fisheries and Oceans Canada does not consider J-hooks to pose a
greater bycatch risk than circle hooks. In fact, J-hooks fitted with artificially baited may
further reduce Greenland shark bycatch because, unlike traditional bait, does not produce
a scent that attracts sharks. J-hooks could also reduce costs for the Pangnirtung Hunters
and Trappers Organization by lowering costs associated with baiting.

| Conclusion |

The Board agrees with Fisheries and Oceans Canada that the stock is in the healthy
zone and that the carry-forward provisions will not create any conservation concerns. The
Board also agrees that J-hooks could help reduce the risk of bycatch and lower the cost
associated with baiting.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the

NWMB. Looking forward to your response.

Sincerely,
BN ~
Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

Cc: Christi Friesen, Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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August 12, 2026

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
tsataa@nwmb.com

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

| am writing in response to your correspondence of July 14, 2026, conveying the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB's) decision to apply standing Greenland halibut
(turbot) carry-forward provisions in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area
(CSTMA) and to allow modification to an existing non-quota limitation pertaining to fishing
hooks, which would allow harvesters to use previously restricted J-hooks (size #11 to 16)
within the CSTMA. | have been asked to respond on the Minister’s behalf.

| am pleased to accept the NWMB’s decisions to 1) implement standing carry-forward
provisions and 2) the use of J-hooks, in the CSTMA. | appreciate the NWMB's careful
consideration of these changes to the management system for the CSTMA fishery.

Yours sincerely,

Amy Amos, Regional Director General
Arctic Region

c.c.:  Denis Ndeloh, Director of Wildlife Management, NWMB
Mark Kilabuk, Manager, Pangnirtung HTO
Jon Johansson, General Manager, Pangnirtung Fisheries Limited
Christi Friesen, Regional Manager, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Canada
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