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February 1t 2016

Honourable Hunter Tootoo

Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
200 Kent Street

QOttawa, Ontario

K1A OE6

Dear Minister Tootoo:

Re: Interim recommendation regarding allocation of Greenland halibut in
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization Division 0B

Background

On January 28t 2016, Fisheries and Oceans Canada staff notified the Nunavut Wildlife
Management Board (NWMB or Board) that Qikigtaaluk Corporation, one of Nunavut’s
four fishing enterprises, wished to begin fishing for Greenland halibut (turbot) in Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries Organization Division OB (Division 0B). As the NWMB is currently in the
process of making its decisions and recommendations concerning the allocation of all of
Nunavut's Greenland halibut and shrimp resources, the individual quotas of Greenland
halibut held by Nunavut's fishing enterprises in Division OB have not yet been determined
and the amount of fish Qikigtaaluk Corporation would be permitted to harvest is unclear.

On January 29" 2016, your depariment submitted a request for an interim
recommendation of the NWMB that would allow Qikigtaaiuk Corporation to begin fishing
in Division 0B, suggesting that 50% of Qikigtaaluk Corporation’s previous allocation be
allocated on an interim basis until the Board can complete the allocation process for all
of Nunavut's fisheries resources outlined in its Allocation Policy for Commercial Marine
Fisheries.

NWMB Recommendation

On February 15t 2016, the NWMB met by teleconference to consider this request. The
Board agreed that an interim allocation of 50% of the previous allocations in Division 0B,
applied to all Nunavut fishing enterprises, is fair and reasonable in the circumstances.
Therefore, the NWMB made the following decision:

RESOLVED that the NWMB approve an interim allocation for Greenland halibut of
50% of 2015 allocations for the 2016 season in Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization Division 0B for all of Nunavut's allocation holders.
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The NWMB appreciates the quick and effective communication between your department
and the Board in dealing with this matter and looks forward to continued collaboration on
the management and development of Nunavut's commercial marine fisheries. Should you
or your officials have any questions or concerns with respect to the contents of this letter,
please do not hesitate to contact the NWMB.

Sincerely,

“Loson Noacule

Jason Akearok
Executive Director
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

c.c. David Burden, Regional Director General, Central and Arctic Region, Fisheries and
Oceans Canada;
Steve Newton, A/Director, Northern Operations, Fisheries and Oceans Canada;
and
Chris Lewis, Fishery Management Biologist, Northern Operations, Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.
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