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Managing wildlife, guided by conservation principles, honouring the key role of Inuit in harvesting, for the well-being of current and future
generations in Nunavut.
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Managing wildlife, guided by conservation principles, honouring the key role of Inuit in harvesting, for the well-being of current and future
generations in Nunavut.

March 25, 2025

The Honourable Joanne Thompson
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard
Government of Canada

Re: NWMB Decision on Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Proposal to
establish a second Ministerial Order under the Oceans Act to Provide
Interim Protection to the Sarvarjuaq Marine Protected Area

Dear Joanne Thompson:

| Proposal for NWMB Decision

On February 26, 2025, at the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or
Board) Regular Meeting (RM001-2025), Fisheries and Oceans Canada requested
that the NWMB approve the establishment of the Sarvarjuaq Marine Protected
Area through a designation by Ministerial Order, under the Oceans Act (1996),
granting protection to the area for five years.

NWMB Decision

After considering all the arguments and evidence provided, the NWMB made a
decision during its In-Camera Meeting (IC001-2025) on February 26, 2025, and
passed the following resolution:

RESOLVED that, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approves,
pursuant to Sections 5.2.34(a), 9.3.2, 15.2.1, and 15.3.4 of the Nunavut
Agreement, the establishment of the Sarvarjuaq Marine Protected Area

through designation by Ministerial Order, under the Oceans Act (section
35.1(2); 1996).
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Summary of Evidence and Arguments

The Board reviewed Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s proposal taking into consideration
the ecological and cultural value of Sarvarjuaq, as well as input from consultations with
affected communities and stakeholders.

Sarvarjuaq is a biologically significant area within the North Water Polynya, one of the
most productive marine ecosystems in the Arctic. The region supports a wide range of
marine life, including narwhal, beluga, bowhead whales, polar bears, and seabirds, due
to its unique oceanographic conditions, such as nutrient upwelling and recurring ice
bridges. Possible threats to the area’s integrity include climate change, increasing
vessel traffic, and potential industrial activities.

Inuit have historically relied on Sarvarjuaq for harvesting, travel, and cultural practices.
The Pikialasorsuag Commission has recommended Inuit-led governance and cross-
border cooperation with Greenland to ensure the long-term protection of the polynya.

The Ministerial Order would freeze the footprint of existing activities for up to five years,
allowing only those activities that were lawfully occurring in the year prior to designation
to continue. Inuit harvesting rights, as established under the Nunavut Agreement, would
remain protected. Certain exemptions would apply, including marine scientific research,
public safety operations, and national security activities.

The formal establishment of the marine protected area requires an Inuit Impact and
Benefit Agreement between the Government of Canada and the Qikigtani Inuit
Association, which is currently under negotiation. The proposal has undergone
regulatory review by the Nunavut Planning Commission and the Nunavut Impact
Review Board, with the public comment period closing in January 2025.

Consultation

Consultations have been conducted with affected communities, co-management
organizations, and other stakeholders. Two rounds of in-person meetings were held in
Grise Fiord, Resolute Bay, Arctic Bay, Pond Inlet, Clyde River, and Qikigtarjuaq
between October 2023 and June 2024.

Support letters for the Ministerial Order have been received from the Hunters and
Trappers Organizations and hamlet councils of the six involved communities. They
express the need to protect the polynya from ongoing industrial development and
shipping impacts.
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The Government of Nunavut through a written submission expressed conditional
support, requesting further clarification on boundary delineation in relation to the
devolution agreement. Stakeholder engagement included outreach to industry groups,
with Baffin Fisheries initially raising concerns regarding commercial fishing but
expressing no further objections after receiving assurances that existing fisheries could
continue under the Ministerial Order.

| Reasons for Decision |

The Board'’s decision is based on the ecological importance of Sarvarjuaq, the
demonstrated community support for conservation measures, and the alignment of the
proposed marine protected area with the Nunavut Agreement. The evidence presented
establishes that the North Water Polynya is a critical marine habitat that plays a key role
in sustaining Arctic biodiversity and supporting Inuit subsistence harvesting. Protecting
this area under a Ministerial Order will allow for interim protection of this important area,
while longer-term conservation options are explored.

Consultations with affected Inuit communities confirmed a strong interest in protecting
Sarvarjuaq from industrial activity and vessel traffic while ensuring that Inuit harvesting
rights remain safeguarded. The Board acknowledges the importance of Inuit
Qaujimajatugangit in conservation decision-making and recognizes that this proposal
incorporates community perspectives through collaboration with the Qikigtani Inuit
Association.

Concerns raised by the Government of Nunavut regarding boundary delineation are
noted. However, the Board finds that this issue does not present a barrier to approving
the Ministerial Order at this stage, as further discussions can take place during the
development of a long-term management framework.

| Conclusion

Given the considerations above, the Board decided to approve the request to
establish the Sarvarjuaq Marine Protected Area by Ministerial Order under the
Oceans Act. The NWMB looks forward to your reply and completion of the
Nunavut Agreement decision-making process. If you have questions regarding
this letter, do not hesitate to contact the NWMB.
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Sincerely,

Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

c.c. Thomas Hoggarth, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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l *I Fisheries and Oceans Péches et Océans

Canada Canada

Regional Director Directeur général
General régional

1 Arctic Road 1 route de I'Arctique
Inuvik District Office Bureau de district d’Inuvik
Inuvik, NT Inuvik, NT

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
P.O. Box 1379

Igaluit, Nunavut XOA OHO
receptionist@nwmb.com

April 25, 2025

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

Thank you for your correspondence on March 25, 2025, regarding our proposal to
establish a marine protected area, by ministerial order, in Sarvarjuaq. | am writing to
formally request an extension, until June 27, 2025, to provide us the time needed to
respond to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board's (NWMB) decision.

This request is being made due to the timing of the federal election. As you are
aware, the election process may result in the appointment of a new Minister. It is
essential to allow the new Minister adequate time to review and respond to NWMB's
decision appropriately.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter. Please feel free to

contact Thomas Hoggarth (Thomas.Hoggarth@dfo-mpo.gc.ca) Executive Director for
Marine Conservation, if you have any questions or require further information.

Yours Sincerely,

Micheline Kilabuk-Cote FOR Amy Amos
Regional Director General, Arctic Region
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

 bd

Canada




Minister Ministre
of Fisheries des Péches

C CoPS AN Ab/RDCSe
0a.2¢ DPLICANNLIC bNLAYNC
P.O. Box 1379

ASbOAS, 0a 2¢ X0A OHO

> 5edt MC Ahe:

sd7*al® NNGC DSOS Lo» 25, 2025, A“ONC 4 PeC>o N >d< DeYSHN¢
LPNNo e K®ePNa T >Ar0¢ N> ANo® CnDlT CAbo NRWL*® >do™L
o C>No¢ NcP*<Na® LcboNe DA ALTPCno /S Lclo. d5°al PLY 52¢
00 2 DL ARSI BALAYC DY Cn <IN DT 0 Do/SPN <TH.
N BENCPbeoSL PrPN<IbOPCea? <. PP DI bALAC

AFLHAPPN ¥ of

>a NN®b™ a ba A%/N® a* g™ I*® oMt >d] oa 2l i.>L<'c—n_>q<<!de
bNr*CC AL ¥ eCP>“HNe AL*a Lol Bdd JCo ASdr2*LePN:

JOPECLV Ac o AN Pd< 5.234(a), 932, 1521, and 1534 Pd<
o0a 2l IYPrS LPNCPo<I I CP Do PIo LA ORI CnbTPCE
NEMZPALAT <90 01° Mo edC [oCS Lo CnbMPCof Lt
(Ac o Ac*N* Pda o 351(2); 1996)

DSbPLY*L SIAINcor <Ly APy bNLAC Ddo*L 0a 2T PLIcnNsSYede
bNLA*C AbY®DAT* o > o ¢ Ddo™L ALLn<do*o ¢ CnP AoP~o®
Ao 0a.2¢ oact oa“‘dN*M*oc AcnNHOC AcMHM AoAC <Ly 0a 2T
Ac 7DD A SbNNore AALSNSYDSosT ¢ DrLdede CB2L N> o T C.

DAquDq%o_ Cthe, P.C,, MP.

[[o"C ASboOcnpbd®*of
DoyD>BC>¥*: Db P, rLSbhse, SPPCa AoAC b pSbNe

Canada



Minister Ministre
of Fisheries des Péches

June 26, 2025

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
P.O. Box 1379

Igaluit, Nunavut X0A OHO

Dear Mr. Shewchuk:

Thank you for your correspondence on March 25, 2025, regarding the approval of the proposal
to establish a marine protected area in Sarvarjuaq by ministerial order under the Oceans Act. 1
would also like to sincerely thank the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board for granting the
extension request and providing myself more time to review and respond to the Board’s decision.

This letter confirms that I accept the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s decision to pass the
following resolution:

RESOLVED that, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approves, pursuant to Sections
5.2.34(a), 9.3.2, 15.2.1, and 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement, the establishment of the
Sarvarjuaq Marine Protected Area through designation by Ministerial Order, under the
Oceans Act (section 35.1(2); 1996).

I would like to express my appreciation to you and the members of the Nunavut Wildlife
Management Board for supporting the protection of this important marine area within the
Nunavut Settlement Area while we work with Inuit and territorial partners to consider longer-
term protection.

Yours sinc?{ely,
;

/]

The Honourablg' Joanne Thompson, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Fisheries

c.c..  Olayuk Akesuk, President, Qikiqtani Inuit Association
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Minister Ministre
of Fisheries des Péches

le 26 juin 2025

Monsieur Daniel Shewchuk, président

Conseil de gestion des ressources fauniques du Nunavut
C.P. 1379

Igaluit (Nunavut) X0A OHO

Monsieur,

Je vous remercie pour votre lettre du 25 mars 2025 concernant 1’approbation de la proposition de
création d’une zone de protection marine a Sarvarjuaq par arrété ministériel en vertu de la Loi
sur les océans. Je tiens également a remercier sincérement le Conseil de gestion des ressources
fauniques du Nunavut d’avoir accepté ma demande de prolongation, ce qui m’a accordé plus de
temps pour examiner la décision du Conseil et pour y répondre.

La présente lettre confirme que j’accepte la décision du Conseil de gestion des ressources
fauniques du Nunavut d’adopter la résolution suivante :

IL EST RESOLU que le Conseil de gestion des ressources fauniques du Nunavut approuve,
conformément au paragraphe 5.2.34(a) et aux articles 9.3.2, 15.2.1 et 15.3.4 de I’Accord du
Nunavut, la création de la zone de protection marine de Sarvarjuaq par arrété ministériel en
vertu de la Loi sur les océans (paragraphe 35.1[2]; 1996).

Je tiens a vous remercier, vous et les membres du Conseil de gestion des ressources fauniques du
Nunavut, d’avoir soutenu la protection de cette importante zone marine dans la région du
Nunavut alors que nous collaborons avec des partenaires inuits et territoriaux pour envisager
I’adoption d’une mesure de protection a plus long terme.

Veuillez agréer, monsieur, I’expression de mes sentiments les meilleurs.

777757 771

L’honorable J¢anne Thompson, C.P., députée
Ministre des Péches

c.c.: Olayuk Akesuk, président, Qikiqgtani Inuit Association
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