
























r a-"c <1~nc-f\.~bdQ. .. oe 
Minister of Environment 
Ministaat Avatiliqiyitkut 
Ministre de !'Environnement 

August 24, 2015 

Mr. Ben Kovic 
Chair, Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
Box 379 
Iqaluit, NU XOA OHO 

Dear Mr. Kovic: 

RE: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning the 
management of Baffin Island caribou. 

Thank you for your July 2, 2015 letter detailing your decisions concerning harvest 
management for Baffin Island caribou, and for your August 19, 2015 letter 
providing clarification. 

To summarize, your decisions were to establish a level of a regional total 
allowable harvest (TAH) for Baffin Island caribou of 250 male caribou. 

I hereby accept the NWMB decision to establish a T AH of 250 caribou for the 
Baffin Island caribou population, and accept the NWMB decision to establish a 
Non Quota Limitation that the harvest be limited to male caribou only. I will 
proceed to implement these decisions. 

To mitigate the risk of impacts to the very low numbers of caribou in North Baffin, 
the Department of Environment will express to Qikiqtaaluk Wildlife Board that 
they are strongly recommended to allocate harvest so that most if not all 
harvesting takes place in Central and South Baffin. 

Your July 2 letter contains the further resolution: 



RESOLVED that, in accordance with the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 
(NLCA) Sections 5.2.26, 5.6.19 and 5.6.20, the NWMB promptly make 
necessary preparations for phase two of the Baffin Island caribou hearing; 
that is, arrange to hold an in-person public hearing with respect to the 
basic needs level for Baffin Island caribou, to be preceded by appropriate 
Government-led pre-hearing consultations concerning (i) the significance 
of the basic needs level under the terms of the NLCA, and (ii) the steps 
required to determine that basic needs level. 

I appreciate the clarification in your August 19, 2015 letter that this resolution was 
not intended to direct that the Government of Nunavut lead consultations on the 
significance of the basic needs level and the steps required to determine that 
basic needs level. 

However, I respectfully disagree with the NWMB's assertion in its July 2, 2015 
and August 19, 2015 correspondence that it is an obligation of the GN to conduct 
consultations on the basic needs level. Under the terms of the NLCA, it is the 
NWMB that has the responsibility to strike a basic needs level where a total 
allowable harvest has been established, following a very structured process 
described by the NLCA. 

The NWMB has stated that the GN must inform the public of the "significance of 
basic needs levels under the terms of the NLCA". I disagree that it is the 
responsibility of the GN to inform the public of the importance or significance of 
particular land claims provisions. 
Rather than respond to these concerns in detail at this time. I have directed 
Department of Environment officials to contact your officials to engage in 
discussions on these issues so that we can move towards agreement on a path 
forward. 

The NWMB's July 2, 2015 letter contained the final resolution: 

RESOLVED that - following the NWMB's mandatory review, made 
pursuant to Section 5.3.24 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, of the 
Government of Nunavut Minister of Environment decision to establish a 
moratorium on harvesting Baffin Island caribou - the NWMB conclude that 
the Ministers decision was reasonable in the circumstances. 

I thank the NWMB for its recognition that the management action taken by the 
Government of Nunavut in December 2014 for the conservation of Baffin Island 
caribou was reasonable. 



I appreciate the NWMB's ongoing efforts to ensure the recovery of Baffin Island 
caribou. I note that this fall we are conducting a composition survey of Baffin 
Island caribou that will provide us with updated information on the female/calf 
ratio, which is an indicator of overall productivity. The results of this survey are 
expected to be available by late fall, and be available to all parties to review in 
considering whether the TAH of 250 male caribou is appropriate, and if other 
management actions may be necessary. 

Sincerely, 

/Ja~·~6 
•,ion. Johnny Mike 
Minister of Environment 
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