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March 25, 2021

Hon. Joe Savikataaq
Minister of Environment,
Government of Nunavut

Dear Minister Savikataaq:

Re: NWMB Decision on the Government of Nunavut’s Proposal to Modify the
Total Allowable Harvest of M’Clintock Channel Polar Bear from 12 to 18

| NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting
(RM001-2021) on March 10, 2021, your department proposed that the Board modify the
Total Allowable Harvest of M’Clintock Channel polar bear from 12 to 18 based on the
results of a recently completed scientific study. At the Board’s In-Camera Meeting
(IC001-2021), on March 11, 2021, the Board considered your department’s proposal,
along with Re-Estimating the Abundance of a Recovering Polar Bear Subpopulation by
Genetic Mark-Recapture in M’Clintock Channel, Nunavut, Canada, Final Report, the
consultation summary, Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit of M’Clintock Channel Polar Bears Final
Report, and oral submissions made by co-management partners at the regular meeting
and made the following decision:

RESOLVED that, Pursuant to Sections 5.3.3(a), 5.6.16, and 5.6.17(b) of the
Nunavut Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board hereby modifies
the Regional Total Allowable Harvest for polar bears in the M’Clintock Channel
subpopulation from 12 to 21 polar bears per year.

Reasons for NWMB Decision

Scientific and Inuit Qaujimajatugangit Reports

The Board considered that the scientific report and Inuit Qaujimajatugangit report both
indicated that polar bear abundance in the M’Clintock Channel subpopulation has
increased in the last two decades. Since the harvest moratorium was implemented from
2001 to 2004 and following Total Allowable Harvests of three from 2004 to 2012 and 12
from 2015 until the present. The genetic mark-recapture survey conducted from 2014—
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2016 indicated that the population had increased from 325 polar bears in the early
2000s to 716 (95% Credible Interval = 545-955). The Board recognized that the
Government of Nunavut stated that there was uncertainty in this estimate due to small
sample sizes and limited data on the movement of bears in and out of the M’Clintock
Channel boundaries that likely biased the mark-recapture estimate upwards.

The Inuit Qaujimajatugangit report indicated that there had been an increase in bears
relative to the 1960s and 1970s and since the harvest moratorium, as evidenced by the
shorter time it takes to encounter polar bears, the high frequency of occurrence of polar
bears in camps, outpost camps, and the community, and the increased prevalence of
young mother bears with cubs. The report also indicated that interviewees attributed the
increased abundance of polar bears to harvest restrictions and, to a lesser extent, the
increased abundance of prey species.

Consultation

The Board acknowledges that the Government of Nunavut consulted affected Hunters
and Trappers Organizations in Cambridge Bay, Gjoa Haven, and Taloyoak from
October 19-21, 2021.

The Board heard that the Government of Nunavut initially recommended a TAH of 16
but increased it to 18 to accommodate the communities’ request for a Total Allowable
Harvest that can be equally shared among the three communities that harvest from
M’Clintock Channel.

Oral Submissions at the Reqular Meeting from Co-management Partners

At the NWMB Regular Meeting, the Board heard oral arguments from its co-
management partners. Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated expressed that the
Government of Nunavut’'s recommendation to set a Total Allowable Harvest of 18 (2.5%
of the population estimate of 716 polar bears) was conservative, especially when
compared to other subpopulations where the Total Allowable Harvest is usually set
around 4.5% of the population with a female harvest of at least 1.5%. Following
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated comments, the Cambridge Bay Hunters and Trappers
Organization suggested that the Total Allowable Harvest could be set at 20. The
Government of Nunavut explained why they had recommended a conservative harvest,
arguing that because of the history of subpopulation decline and uncertainty about
future habitat changes, it is important to keep the harvest low to avoid another decline
that could reduce harvesting opportunities in the future. Environment and Climate
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Change Canada sought to know the management objective underpinning the
recommended harvest level. The Government of Nunavut responded, stating that the
Government of Nunavut’s objective is to manage for a stable subpopulation size.

Board Determinations

Based on the Government of Nunavut’s submissions and the Regular Meeting
discussions, the Board determined that the abundance of the M’Clintock Channel polar
bear subpopulation has increased substantially since the early 2000s. The Board also
determined that affected Inuit had been consulted and accommodated by the
Government of Nunavut. Furthermore, the Board agreed with Nunavut Tunngavik
Incorporated’s assessment that the recommended Total Allowable Harvest of 18 was
overly conservative, considered the Cambridge Bay Hunters and trappers request for a
TAH of 20, and considered the Government of Nunavut's suggestion that there is need
for caution given the past decline in abundance in this subpopulation. Based on this
input and the written submissions, the Board made a decision to establish a regional
Total Allowable Harvest of 21 polar bears for the M’Clintock polar bear subpopulation.
The Board'’s decision balances harvesting rights without exceeding the 4.5% harvest
rates that has been adopted for most polar bear subpopulations, and considers the
communities’ request to set the Total Allowable Harvest at a value that can be shared
equally among the three affected communities.

Conclusion

The NWMB looks forward to your reply and prompt completion of the Nunavut Agreement
Article 5 decision-making process. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please
do not hesitate to contact the NWMB.

Sincerely,

- /I

(\i AN / U// ) [/( g?
(gl Tz

Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

cc: Drikus Gissing, Government of Nunavut.
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Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson, Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
PO Box 1379
Igaluit, NU  X0A OHO

April 21, 2021

Re: NWMB Decision on the Government of Nunavut’'s Proposal to Modify the Total
Allowable Harvest of M’Clintock Channel Polar Bear from 12 to 18

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

Thank you very much for your decision sent on March 25, 2021 concerning the Total Allowable
Harvest (TAH) of the M’Clintock Channel polar bear subpopulation.

To reiterate the decision of the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB):

o “RESOLVED that, Pursuant to Sections 5.3.3(a), 5.6.16 and 5.6.17(b) of the Nunavut
Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board hereby modifies the Regional
Total Allowable Harvest for polar bears in the M’Clintock Channel subpopulation from
12 to 21 polar bears per year.

As per section 5.3.9(a) of the Nunavut Agreement, | hereby accept your decision to increase the
TAH in the Nunavut settlement area of the M’Clintock Channel polar bear subpopulation to twenty-
one (21) polar bears.

The decision will be implemented on July 1, 2021 at the start of the next harvest season (2021/22)
and the TAH will be put into regulation. This decision will remain in place until | receive a new
NWMB decision following the submission of updated population information.

I trust that we will work collaboratively in the continued implementation of this management
decision and the close monitoring of this polar bear subpopulation to ensure that the management
objective is maintained. | appreciate the efforts that have been put forth in its consideration.

Sincgrely, %

\

Hon. Joe Savikataaq
Minister of Environment

Cc: Jimmy Noble Jr. Deputy Minister of Environment
Henry Coman, Assistant Deputy Minister of Environment
Drikus Gissing, Director of Wildlife Research
Jason Aligatuqtuq, Director of Wildlife Operations
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