
   

May 14, 2019 

Daniel Shewchuk    Robert Moshenko 
Chairperson     A/Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board  Nunavik Marine Region Wildlife Board 
P.O. Box 1379     P.O. Box 433 
Iqaluit, NU     Inukjuak, QC 
X0A 0H0     J0M 1M0 
 
Dear Messrs. Shewchuk and Moshenko: 
 
Re:  Fishing Nunavut and Nunavik Allocations in Davis Strait West (DSW) and Nunavut/Nunavik East 
(NU/NKE) 
 
The following letter outlines the support of the Nunavut and Nunavik shrimp industry for the proposal 
being brought forward by Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) on the fishing of Nunavut and Nunavik 
allocations within Davis Strait West (DSW) and Nunavut/Nunavik East (NU/NKE). 
 
The Eastern Assessment Zone (EAZ) provides the basis for science assessments and is divided into units 
(Davis Strait East (DSE), Davis Strait West (DSW) and Nunavut/Nunavik East (NU/NKE)) for management 
purposes. The line between DSW and NU/NKE marks the boundary between the offshore and the 
Nunavut and Nunavik settlement areas. Only Nunavut and Nunavik industry sub-allocation holders have 
access to allocations in NU/NKE and these companies also fish Nunavut and Nunavik’s allocations in 
DSW. Each management unit has quotas associated with it, and catches must be accurately recorded in 
that unit against those allocations. Despite having allocations in both DSW and NU/NKE, crossing over 
the line in a single tow results in estimating the origin of catches which according to DFO is insufficient 
given the Condition of Licence requirement for accurate reporting of catches.  
 
From a Science perspective, the stock assessment for P. borealis and P. montagui is done at the spatial 
scale of the EAZ, not the individual management unit. It appears that the management line dividing the 
NU/NKE and DSW units is located in the middle of the shrimp aggregation located around Resolution 
Island. As such, it would be reasonable to assume that current harvests from NU/NKE and DSW are from 
the same pool of shrimp. DFO Science has indicated that the removal of the management line between 
NU/NKE and DSW for the three Nunavut/Nunavik industry entities active in this fishery would have 
limited overall impact on the resource in the EAZ at this time. 
 
Based on the above and DFO’s conformation that there is no conservation concern, it is proposed that 
the NU/NKE and DSW management units be amalgamated into one for allocations and catch reporting 
purposes, specifically and exclusively for Nunavut and Nunavik allocations. In order for this to occur, the 
bycatch designation for P. borealis in NU/NKE would also need to be removed. 
 


















