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Access Fees Charged to Nunavut Fishing Industry DFO for Shrimp in the Eastern 
Assessment Zone and Western Assessment Zone 
 
Issue 

  
The purpose of this Briefing Note is to provide an update on the status of the Nunavut 
Fisheries Association's (NFA) application for the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
(NWMB) decision concerning Access Fees charged to Nunavut Fishing Industry by 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) for Shrimp in the Eastern Assessment Zone 
(EAZ) and Western Assessment Zone (WAZ). The history of this application is 
chronicled below: 
 
February 5, 2021  
The NFA submitted an application requesting that the NWMB decide to: 

• place a moratorium on access fees in the Nunavut-West management unit 
(WAZ, within the NSA);  

• recommend that in the Davis-Strait East management unit (EAZ), access fees be 
payable in 50-tonne increments instead of the total amount (TAB9B).  

The Government of Nunavut and Qikiqtani Inuit Association provided letters to support 
NFA's application. 

 
March 11, 2021 
The Board considered the NFA's application and support letters from the Government of 
Nunavut and Qikiqtani Inuit Association and decided to (1) Defer until the June meeting 
and (2) request that DFO responds to the NFA's application to the Board by May 7, 
2021 (TAB9C). 
 
March 24, 2021 
DFO provided notice that the access fees payment schedule for northern shrimp in the 
Davis-Strait East management unit (EAZ) will be at 50-tonne increments instead of the 
total amount, thereby resolving one of the issues raised in the NFA application 
(TAB9D). 
 
April 8, 2021 
NWMB staff sent a decision letter to the Minister, DFO (TAB9E). 
 
 
 



May 5, 2021 
DFO responds to the NWMB, stating that in their opinion, matters related to commercial 
fishing licence fees do not fall within any of the Board's Nunavut Agreement decision-
making or advisory authorities. They further stated that for DFO to respond to the 
Board's request, the Board must first "identify any specific authorities it considers to be 
engaged and on what basis so that DFO could respond appropriately." (TAB9F) 
 
May 20, 2021 
The NWMB staff responds to the DFO May 5, 2021 letter stating that the Board will 
come to its own conclusion about its authority related to the determination of 
commercial fishing licence fees in the Nunavut Settlement Area. In the meantime, Board 
staff encouraged DFO to respond specifically to the issues raised in the NFA's 
application by July 23, 2021, to facilitate the Board's review of NFA's application—if it 
determines it has the authority—during its September 2021 Regular meeting. The NFA 
was copied on this letter to DFO (TAB9G). DFO has not responded to the Board's May 
20, 2021 request for comments.  
 
July 23, 2021  
The NFA wrote to the NWMB in response to the NWMB staff letter to DFO on May 20, 
2021. The NFA continued to express their disappointment for the approach taken by 
DFO on the access fees issue and expressed appreciation for the NWMB decision to 
conduct its own assessment of the authority question raised by DFO on May 15, 2021. 
(TAB9H). 
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