
 

Submission to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 

For 

Information:    Decision: X 

 

Issue: Request for decision on the proposed amendments to the List of Species under the 
Species at Risk Act (SARA) 

 

Background: 

 The Eastern Red Bat and the Hoary Bat are under consideration for addition to the 
federal Species at Risk Act (SARA)  

 While each species has been observed in Nunavut, these recordings are rare and well 
outside their known breeding range 

 ECCC has accelerated their normal consultation process in Nunavut due to the steep 
population declines nationally 

 If these species are listed as endangered, they would receive protection on lands under 
the administration of the ECCC Minister, like migratory bird sanctuaries, meaning they 
could not be harmed on these lands  

 If listed, ECCC would need to prepare a recovery strategy for these species and would 
do so in collaboration with co-management partners 

 Briefly the species under consideration are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hoary Bat | ᕿᙳᔭᖅ ᑎᒻᒥᓲᖅ ᐊᕕᙵᐅᔭᖅ 

(qinngujaq timmisuuq avinngaujaq) 
Proposed status: Endangered 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consultations: 

 Consultation material on the proposed changes to the list of Species at Risk in Canada 
were sent to Hunter and Trapper Organizations (HTOs), Regional Wildlife Boards 
(RWBs), Regional Inuit Associations (RIAs), and Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated 
(NTI), Government of Nunavut (GN), and Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) 
staff November 17, 2023. Phone calls were made to each HTO in December to confirm 
receipt of the material and to answer questions. A presentation was made at the Kivalliq 
Wildlife Board AGM December 6, 2023. Follow up emails were sent January 22, 2024. 

 Consultation packages contained a fact sheet and a questionnaire (in Inuktitut and 
English; Appendix A), links to the individual species accounts on the Species at Risk 
Registry which contained the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada (COSEWIC) Assessment and Status Report and information on the federal 
consultation process.  

 Organizations were asked to provide their formal position on the proposed listing (i.e. 
oppose, support or are indifferent) and any other comments, concerns or information 
that they feel should be considered. 

 Given the irregularity of recordings and the breeding range being outside of Nunavut for 
both species, only organizations and communities that overlap with documented 
records of the species were contacted. As a result, only Coral Harbour and Arviat and 
Kivalliq organizations were contacted.  

 ECCC received written comments from the Government of Nunavut that stated they 
have no objections should these species be listed and that they suspect that the 
recorded sightings are not evidence of range expansion but likely accidental 
introduction via shipping containers (Appendix A). 

Eastern Red Bat | ᐊᐅᐸᖅᑐᖅ ᑎᒻᒥᓲᖅ ᐊᕕᙵᐅᔭᖅ 

(aupaqtuq timmisuuq avinngaujaq) 
Proposed status: Endangered 

 

https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/species?sortBy=commonNameSort&sortDirection=asc&pageSize=10
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/species?sortBy=commonNameSort&sortDirection=asc&pageSize=10
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/species?sortBy=commonNameSort&sortDirection=asc&pageSize=10
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/consultations/1171
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/consultations/1171


 No other written comments were received from organizations in Nunavut. ECCC did 
receive feedback during the KWB AGM that these species are not of interest or concern 
to the board. 

 

Next Steps: 
 
Following the Board’s decision, the Minister will make a recommendation to the Governor in 
Council that takes into account the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada’s 
assessment, consultations, including those with wildlife management boards authorized for that 
species by a land claims agreement (including the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, the 
Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board (EMRWB), and the Nunavik Marine Region Wildlife Board 
(NMRWB)), and the regulatory impact analysis statement. Section 5.3.16 of the Nunavut 
Agreement will be followed to inform the Minister’s recommendation to the Governor in Council. 
 
As part of the federal regulatory process, a 30-day comment period follows the publication of the 
proposed decision in Canada Gazette, Part 1. The final step in the listing process is for the 
Governor in Council to make a final listing decision. If the Governor in Council decides to list a 
species, it is at this point that it becomes legally included on Schedule 1. The decision and the 
regulatory impact analysis statement will be published in the next edition of the Canada 
Gazette, Part II. 
 
Decision: 
We are requesting a decision from NWMB on the proposed amendments to the List of Wildlife 
Species under the federal Species at Risk Act as per the Nunavut Agreement s.5.2.34(f) and 
5.3.16-5.3.23. 
 
 
Prepared by:  Canadian Wildlife Service, Northern Region 
Date Drafted:  2024-02-19 


