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Introduction
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The Creation of Arctic Region: Background

Jonathan Wilkinson, then Minister of 
Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast 
Guard, and Natan Obed, President of ITK,
announced the creation of a stand-alone 
Arctic Region, including the four regions of 
Inuit Nunangat.

2018: Announcement 
of the Arctic Region

50+ sessions held with Indigenous 
organizations, Northern partners, and 
provincial/territorial governments focused 
on refining service delivery and regional 
priorities

2018 – 2020: Engagement 
Period

The DFO "Central and Arctic" Region 
is dissolved and two new regions were 
created 1) the Arctic Region and 2) 
Ontario and Prairies Region

2021: New Regions 
Established 

Spanning from the Yukon North Slope, 
Northwest Territories, Nunavut, Nunavik, 
Nunatsiavut, Hudson Bay, James Bay, and 
all of Inuit Nunangat, reflecting key 
principles from partner engagement.

2021: Boundary 
Announcement

Andrew Randall, Arviat

Amy Amos, Inuvik

2021: New Executive Hires 
in the Arctic, Strengthening 
Leadership

Jody Proctor, Regional Director 
General, replacing Gabe Nirlungayuk

2023: Leadership Changes

All remaining programs transitioned to 
Arctic Region 

Amy Amos announced as RDG, Arctic 
Region 

2024: Core Programs 
transitioned to the Arctic 
Region + Strengthening 
Leadership



Unclassified - Non-Classifié

Arctic Region – Senior Executive Structure

Regional Director General

Amy Amos

(Inuvik)

Director, Arctic 

Operations

Micheline Kilabuk-Cote

(Iqaluit)

Director, Science

Joe Justus

(Winnipeg)

Director, Fisheries 

Management

Christian Marcoux

(Yellowknife)

Director, Ecosystems 

Management

Andrew Randall

(Arviat)

Director, Conservation 

and Protection

Gerald Fillatre

(Yellowknife)

Director, Oceans Management

Georgina Williston

(Yellowknife)

Director, Fish and Fish Habitat

Cal Wenghofer

(Rankin Inlet)
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Overview of Arctic Region Employment

Implementation of Nunavut Agreement Article 23

•In 2023, 17 positions were encumbered by Nunavut Inuit. As of March 2025, 24 

positions are encumbered by Nunavut Inuit, which represents a 9% increase 

(encumbered positions only).

•In the 2023-2033 Inuit Employment Plan, DFO-CCG committed in its short-term 

goal (by March 2026) to increase its percentage of Inuit in encumbered position 

to 40%. 

•As of March 2025, DFO-CCG currently stands at 42%. 
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Projects supported using Nunavut Implementation Funds in 2025/26 

Age Validation study of Arctic Char in Cambridge Bay 

Developing the Inshore Greenland Halibut Fishery 

Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area Fish Plan Sampling

Fisheries Research of key Cumberland sound Arctic Char stocks

Monitoring Interactions of subarctic whale species with Baffin Bay Fisheries

Collaborative Fieldwork to advance ECWG Bowhead Whale population using genetics and drone 
imagery

Monitoring of key Arctic Char stocks near Qikiqtarjuaq using community-based monitoring 

Narwhal and Beluga Tagging, biopsy, and drone work in Admiralty Inlet, Foxe Basin, and Hudson 
Strait

Community Based Assessment of Walrus Vulnerability to disturbance

Determining of epigenetic and chronological aging methods correlate with environmental change 
and stress in beluga whales
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Board & DFO Relationship
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Our continued collaboration is key to our shared objectives

Thank you for your time

Mársı | Kinanāskomitin | Thank you | Merci | Hąį’ | Mutna | Quana | 
Qujannamiik | Nakurmiik | Quyanainni | Máhsı | Máhsı | Mahsı̀ | 

Gunalchéesh | Kwa ̀ na s̀chis | Máhsin cho | Tsin’jj choh | Sógá sénlá’ 
| Quanaqqutit | ᓇᑯᕐᒦᒃ
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