
The International Agreement on the Conservation

of Polar Bears and Their Habitat

THE GOVERNMENTS of Canada, Denmark, Norway, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the United States of America,

RECOGNIZING the special responsibilities and special interests of the States of the Arctic Region in relation to the protection of the fauna and flora of the Arctic Region;

RECOGNIZING that the polar bear is a significant resource of the Arctic Region which requires additional protection;

HAVING DECIDED that such protection should be achieved through coordinated nation measures taken by the States of the Arctic Region;

DESIRING to take immediate action to bring further conservation and management measures into effect;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE I

1. The taking of polar bears shall be prohibited except as provided in Article III.

2. For the purpose of this Agreement, the term "taking" includes hunting, killing and capturing.

ARTICLE II

Each Contracting Party shall take appropriate action to protect the ecosystems of which polar bears are a part, with special attention to habitat components such as denning and feeding sites and migration patterns, and shall manage polar bear populations in accordance with sound conservation practices based on the best available scientific data.

ARTICLE III

1.   Subject to the provisions of Articles II and IV, any Contracting Party may allow the taking of polar bears when such taking is carried out:

 (a) for bona fide scientific purposes; or

(b) by that Party for conservation purposes; or

(c)  to prevent serious disturbance of the management of other living resources, subject to 
forfeiture to that Party of the skins and other items of value resulting from such taking; or

(d) by local people using traditional methods in the exercise of their traditional rights and in accordance with the laws of that Party; or

(e) wherever polar bears have or might have been subject to taking by traditional means by its nationals.

2.   The skins and other items of value resulting from taking under subparagraphs (b) and (c) of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not be available for commercial purposes.

ARTICLE IV

The use of aircraft and large motorized vessels for the purpose of taking polar bears shall be prohibited, except where the application of such prohibition would be inconsistent with domestic laws.

ARTICLE V

A Contracting Party shall prohibit the exportation from, the importation and delivery into, and traffic within, its territory of polar bears or any part or product thereof taken in violation of this Agreement.

ARTICLE VI

1.   Each contracting Party shall enact and enforce such legislation and other measures as may be necessary for the purpose of giving effect to this Agreement.

2. Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent a Contracting Party from maintaining or amending existing legislation or other measures or establishing new measures on the taking of polar bears so as to provide more stringent controls that those required under the provisions of this Agreement.

ARTICLE VII

The Contracting Parties shall conduct national research programmes on polar bears, particularly research relating to the conservation and management of the species.  They shall as appropriate coordinate such research with the research carried out by other Parties, consult with other Parties on the management of migrating polar bear populations, and exchange information on research and management programmes, research results and data on bears taken.

ARTICLE VIII

Each Contracting Party shall take actions as appropriate to promote compliance with the provisions of this Agreement by nationals of States not party to this Agreement.

ARTICLE IX

The Contracting Parties shall continue to consult with one another with the object of giving further protection to polar bears.

ARTICLE X

1.   This Agreement shall be open for signature at Oslo by the Governments of Canada, Denmark, Norway, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics  and the United States of America until 31st March 1974.

2.   This Agreement shall be subject to ratification or approval by the signatory Governments.  Instruments of ratification or approval shall be deposited with the Government of Norway as soon as possible.

3.   This Agreement shall be open for accession by the Governments referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.  Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Depository Government.

4.   This Agreement shall enter into force ninety days after the deposit of the third instrument of ratification, approval or accession.  Thereafter, it shall enter into force for a signatory or acceding Government on the date of deposit of its instrument of ratification, approval or accession.

5.   This Agreement shall remain in force initially for a period of five years from its date of entry into force, and unless any Contracting Party during that period requests the termination of the Agreement at the end of that period, it shall continue in force thereafter.

6.   On the request addressed to the Depository Government by any of the Governments referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, consultations shall be conducted with a view to convening a meeting of representatives of the five Governments to consider the revision or amendment of this Agreement.

7.   Any Party may denounce this Agreement by written notification to the Depository Government at any time after five years from the date of entry into force of this Agreement.  The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the Depository Government has received this notification.

8.   The Depository Government shall notify the Governments referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article of the deposit of instruments of ratification, approval or accession, for the entry into force of this Agreement and of the receipt of notifications of denunciation and any other communications from a Contracting Party specially provided for in this Agreement.

9.   The original of this Agreement shall be deposited with the Government of Norway which shall deliver certified copies thereof to each of the Governments referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

10.  The Depository Government shall transmit certified copies of this Agreement to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration and publication in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

-----------------------------------------------

(Supplementary Note, not part of the Agreement:  The Agreement came into effect in May 1976, three months after the third nation required to ratify did so in February 1976.  All five nations ratified by 1978.  After the initial period of five years, all five Contracting Parties met in Oslo, Norway, in January 1981, and unanimously reaffirmed the continuation of the Agreement.)

-------------------------------------------------------------

(INTERPRETATION of International Agreement on the Conservation of Polar Bears and their habitat)
CANADA
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CONSERVATION

Agreement on the Conservation of Polar Bears

Done at Oslo, November 15, 1973.

Canada's Instrument of Ratification deposited December 14, 1974.

Entered into force, May 26, 1976.

In depositing this Instrument of Ratification, the Government of Canada declared as follows:

The Government of Canada interprets the phrase "scientific purposes" in Article III, paragraph 1(a) as including scientific "research" and scientific "management" and considers that the term "taking" in Article III, paragraph 1, includes the capturing and killing of polar bears by use of various means including "aircraft and large motorized vessels" in order to meet the requirements of Article VII, despite the general prohibition of such means contained in Article IV.

2.  As regards the hunting rights of local people, protected under Article III, paragraph 1, sub-paragraphs (d) and (e), Canadian practice is based on the following considerations:

(a) Research data, compiled annually by the Federal-Provincial Polar Bear Technical Committee, indicate that there is, in Canada, a harvestable quantity of polar bears.  On the basis of these biological data the Committee recommends annual management quotas for each sub-population.

(b) The polar bear hunt in Canada is an important traditional right and cultural element of the Inuit (Eskimo) and Indian peoples.  In certain cases this hunt may extend some distance seaward.  Traditional methods are followed in this hunt.

© In the exercise of these traditional polar bear hunting rights, and based on the clause "in accordance with the laws of that Party", the local people in a settlement may authorize the selling of a polar bear permit from the sub-population quota to a non-Inuit or non-=Indian hunter, but with additional restrictions providing that the hunt be conducted under the guidance of a native hunter and by using a dog team and be conducted within Canadian jurisdiction.

The Government of Canada therefore interprets Article III, paragraph 1, sub-paragraphs (d) and (e) as permitting a token sports hunt based on scientifically sound settlement quotas as an exercise of the traditional rights of the local people.

3.  The Government of Canada interprets the requirement to "consult" in Article VII as applying only when any other Party requests such consultation, not as imposing a requirement to hold consultations annually.



