NWMB COMMENTS & REQUESTS FOR NTI CONCERNING

THE LIST OF TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVESTS AND NON-

QUOTA LIMITATIONS IN CONTENTION BETWEEN THE GN AND NTI
December 14, 2005

1. Is the NWMB list of provisions in contention accurate and complete? If it is not, please modify it accordingly.

2. Please indicate any areas where NTI can be flexible and/or believes it can work with the GN (and the NWMB) to find a mutually-acceptable solution. 

3. Please prioritize the list.

4. Does NTI take the position that the 3 regional consultations, the NWMB informal hearing (with respect to TAHs) and the GN offer for Wildlife Officer-led consultations – combined with NTI and RWO inclusion in the development of the draft Regs and Orders over a 16-month period – amount to insufficient consultation? If so, why?  

5. With respect to the TAH for grizzly bear, the NWMB’s position regarding the application of s.24 of the Nunavut Act is that the Board is only concerned whether or not there is a conservation reason justifying a limitation on the harvest. The NLCA does not provide the Board with any jurisdiction to consider the use to which a harvested animal will be put (for instance, food, clothing, shelter, etc.). 

6. TAHs for any species that Article 40 Aboriginal people (Nunavik Inuit, the Dene of northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Aboriginal people of the eastern Northwest Territories) have a right to harvest must include a basic needs level (BNL) for that Aboriginal people, separate from any BNL for Inuit (NLCA S.40.2.5, 40.3.3, 40.4.2 and 40.5.2). To date, the NWMB has not been provided any information regarding consultations with Article 40 Aboriginal people, their levels of harvest, or proposed portions of the various GN-proposed TAHs to be allocated to them. The NWMB will need such information prior to deciding on any TAHs shared between Inuit and Article 40 Aboriginal people.

7. With respect to TAHs for peary caribou: 

(a) The evidence is overwhelming that the peary caribou population on Somerset-Prince of Wales Islands is endangered, and that the number of peary caribou currently on Devon Island is extremely low,

(b) In the Wildlife Act, NTI agreed (with no objections raised by the RWOs or HTOs) that the NWMB is to establish either a prohibition or a TAH on every species that is designated as threatened or endangered (s.132(1)(b)), and

(c) The Grise Fiord and Resolute Bay HTOs have both agreed to the establishment of the GN-proposed TAHs for Bathurst Island and Ellesmere/Axel Heiberg Islands, and have agreed to the establishment of TAHs (although not the GN-proposed numbers) for Somerset, Prince of Wales and Devon Islands.   
8. Please note that neither the 6-hour NQL on sport hunters (see s.13(1), Harvesting Regs) nor the ability to use traditional weapons and methods to harvest small game by Qallunaat (s.8, Harvesting Regs) is subject to the NLCA S.5.3.3 test.

9. Is there a process that could be followed in enforcing the prohibition on harvesting game contrary to the 3 IQ principles (s.9. Harvesting Regs) which would be satisfactory to NTI? 
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