NQLs IN THE PROPOSED REGULATIONS 

PROPOSED TAH RULES (HARVESTING REGULATIONS):
S.14: NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST PORSILD’S BRYUM (A MOSS GROWING IN QUTTINIRPAAQ NATIONAL PARK, ELLESMERE ISLAND.

Porsild’s Bryum (Mielichhoferia macrocarpa) has been designated by COESWIC as threatened since November 2003 (www.speciesatrisk.gc.ca). Of the 27 known locations in North America, the population in Quttinirpaaq National Park (Ellesmere Island) is the only one in Nunavut (only ten in all of Canada). Most of these moss populations have declined, due to destruction or loss of habitat from natural and human causes.  
Additionally, the population identified on Ellesmere Island is within a national park.  It is stated in the Quttinirpaaq National Park’s mandate to protect and present nationally significant examples of Canada's natural and cultural heritage and foster public understanding, appreciation and enjoyment in ways that ensure their ecological and commemorative integrity for present and future generations (www.pc.gc.ca).

PROPOSED TAH RULES (HARVESTING REGULATIONS): 
S.21(4): IF A MEMBER OF A SPECIES WITH A TAH IS HARVESTED IN A LOCATION OUTSIDE ANY AREA RECOGNIZED FOR A POPULATION OF THAT SPECIES, THE WILDLIFE IS DEEMED TO BE HARVESTED FROM THE CLOSEST POPULATION. 

Since animal populations do not always abide by arbitrary boundary lines as defined by humans, it is not unreasonable to assume that any given member of a population harvested outside, or near a location for that same species, should be considered part of, or at least associated with that particular population. Therefore, if an animal was harvested outside a known location for that particular species, the harvested animal(s) should be subtracted from the population/quota for the closest population.
PROPOSED TAH RULES FOR POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS): 

S.22(1): IF A FEMALE POLAR BEAR IS HARVESTED WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY ANOTHER BEAR UNDER 3 YEARS OF AGE, THE OTHER BEAR IS DEEMED TO BE HARVESTED AT THE SAME TIME. 

Through scientific observations and Inuit knowledge, it has been established that polar bears under the age of 3 will not survive to adulthood without an adult female bear to provide food and protection.  The subsequent removal of these bears under the age of 3 must be accounted for in population estimates in order to establish accurate quotas for the maximum sustainable yield.    
PROPOSED TAH RULES FOR POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS): 
S.22(2): A POLAR BEAR DEEMED HARVESTED UNDER S.21(3) IS COUNTED AS ½ A DEAD BEAR IF:

(A): LESS THAN 2 YEARS OLD; AND

(B): THE FEMALE BEAR WAS KILLED TO PRESERVE A HUMAN LIFE, PROTECT PROPERTY OR PREVENT A PERSON’S STARVATION. 

As per the Polar Bear Management Memorandum of Understanding for the Baffin Bay Polar Bear Population, March 9, 2005:
“When a female with cubs, yearlings, or juveniles is killed; the cubs, yearlings and juveniles are also regarded as killed (even if they run away). For TAH determination purposes, the cubs and yearlings are counted as all males and only ½ tag each. The juveniles are counted as whole tags of whatever sex they are.  If the cubs run away after the female is killed, the cubs are counted as ½ tag and all male, however the yearlings and the juveniles are counted as whole tags for each, and the sex is counted as ½ male and ½ female”.
PROPOSED TAH RULES FOR POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS): 
S.21(3): EVERY DEAD POLAR BEAR IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN HARVESTED, UNLESS:

(A): IT DIED FROM NATURAL CAUSES; OR

(B): IT WAS KILLED FOR HUMANE REASONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REGULATIONS.

In order to accurately determine effective management plans, it is important to use accurate information. It is recognized that it would be to the benefit of each population to keep the population of males and females harvested as high as possible as long as the TAH does not exceed the maximum number (Taylor et al. 2005). Unless a bear dies from natural causes or has to be destroyed for humane reasons (found wounded, debilitated by some injury, starving, etc.), a dead polar bear should be considered to have been harvested, in order to accurately adjust the male to female ratio.
PROPOSED NQLs: WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES                                                       (CONSERVATION AREAS MANAGEMENT ORDER) 
S.1: NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST OR POSSESS WILDLIFE IN A WILDLIFE SANCTUARY.  

A wildlife sanctuary, as defined by the Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat, is an area protected through the management of human activities to provide and maintain habitat, other wildlife, and the ecosystems that support them (www.tbs-sct.gc.ca.).  
The Thelon Game Sanctuary Management Plan was approved by the NWMB which included the recommendation that:

“...NWMB and the agency having jurisdiction over management and protection of wildlife and wildlife habitat in the Northwest Territories jointly and publicly review what harvesting restrictions are warranted and within their authority to impose, in view of Iniuit and Dene harvesting rights and community interests and in view of the special purpses and policies relating to the Sanctuary.”
Until such time as the consultations concerning any prohibition has been completed and harvesting restrictions agreed upon it is recommended that this order stay as is and be amended at that time.

PROPOSED NQLs:  (GAME HARVESTING AND POSSESSION LIMITS ORDER): 
S.1&2: NO NON-INUK SHALL HARVEST A SPECIES BEYOND THE ANNUAL AND DAILY LIMITS SET OUT IN SCHEDULES 1 AND 2.  

Annual and daily limits are set up to help minimize harvesting impacts on the wildlife populations and to ensure these populations remain at sustainable levels while recognizing the Inuit right to harvest.  Recognition of Inuit rights are stated in the 
Nunavut Lands Claims Agreement 5.1.2 (a): 
“Inuit are traditional and current users of wildlife”, 
and in the Constitution Act, 1982 S. 35 (1):  

“The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed”.

The conditions of the harvest for non-Inuk harvesters are governed by the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 68, which states: 
“No person shall harvest wildlife in excess of the amount allocated to him or her or allowed under this Act”, 
and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 58 (1): 
“Every person harvesting wildlife shall act in accordance with this Act”.

PROPOSED NQLs: (GAME HARVESTING AND POSSESSION LIMITS ORDER): 
S.4: THE ORDER DOES NOT APPLY IN RESPECT OF ANY SPECIES WITH A TAH.  

Pursuant to the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.6.16: 
“Subject to the terms of this Article, the NWMB shall have sole authority to establish, modify or remove, from time to time and as circumstances require, levels of total allowable harvest or harvesting in the Nunavut Settlement Area”, 

and the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.1.2 (a):    
“Inuit are traditional and current users of wildlife”,
and The Constitution Act, 1982 S. 35 (1): 
“The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed”.
PROPOSED NQLs: TRAPS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.5: EXCEPT FOR AN INUK, ARTICLE 40 HARVESTER, ASSIGNEE OF THE RIGHT TO HARVEST, OR SOMEONE EXERCISING AN ABORIGINAL OR TREATY RIGHT TO HARVEST OUTSIDE THE NSA, NO PERSON SHALL USE A TRAP TO HARVEST MUSKOX, BEARS, CARIBOU, MOOSE, DEER OR REINDEER.  

These rights and conditions are stated in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement
5.7.42:

“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 
(a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

            (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of                wildlife, public safety and firearms control”,
and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 82 (1)
“Subject to the regulations, no person shall harvest game using a trap unless:
(a) the trap is certified by the Minister, or another competent authority in Canada, in accordance with the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards, for use on the species of game being harvested; or

(b) the trap is certified by the Minister, pursuant to paragraph (2) (b), for use on the species of game being harvested”,
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,
and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”,
and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (h):
“Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk, which means a person who is recognized by the community as having in-depth knowledge of a subject”.

PROPOSED NQLs: TRAPS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.6(1): NO PERSON SHALL USE A JAW-TYPE LEG HOLD RESTRAINING TRAP TO HARVEST BEAVER, OTTER, MARTEN, FISHER, MUSKRAT OR BADGER.
Canada is a signatory of the Agreement on International Humane Trapping, which is a multi-national agreement. Part of Canada’s responsibilities, or goals, which are set out in this Agreement is that Canada has agreed to prohibit all jaw-type leg hold traps on land for seven species of fur-bearers. However, these traps may continue to be used for under water sets. Canada has also agreed to prohibit the use of conventional steel-jawed leg hold traps on land for an additional five species of fur-bearers. This will allow for modified (e.g.: padded) jaw-type leg hold traps to be used (www.fur.ca/index-e/pdf/AIHTS.pdf). Lists of acceptable traps can be found at www.fur.ca/index-e/trap_research/index.asp?action=trap_research&page=traps_certified_traps. 
This commitment is recognized within Nunavut legislation while maintaining Inuit rights to harvesting as stated in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.9.4: 
“Subject to Section 5.9.1 all harvesting in the Nunavut Settlement Area shall be subject to legislation implementing those terms of an international agreement that were in existence at the date of ratification of the Agreement”, 
and under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:
“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 
(a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

            (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of              wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 
and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.82 (1): 
“Subject to the regulations, no person shall harvest game using a trap unless:
(a) the trap is certified by the Minister, or another competent authority in Canada, in accordance with the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards, for use on the species of game being harvested; or

(b) the trap is certified by the Minister, pursuant to paragraph (2) (b), for use on the species of game being harvested”,
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
PROPOSED NQLs: TRAPS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.6(2): NO PERSON SHALL USE A CONVENTIONAL STEEL-JAWED LEG HOLD RESTRAINING TRAP TO HARVEST COYOTE, WOLF, BOBCAT, LYNX OR RACOON.  

Canada is a signatory of the Agreement on International Humane Trapping, which is a multi-national agreement. Part of Canada’s responsibilities, or goals, which are set out in this Agreement is that Canada has agreed to prohibit all jaw-type leg hold traps on land for seven species of fur-bearers. However, these traps may continue to be used for under water sets. Canada has also agreed to prohibit the use of conventional steel-jawed leg hold traps on land for an additional five species of fur-bearers. This will allow for modified (e.g.: padded) jaw-type leg hold traps to be used (www.fur.ca/index-e/pdf/AIHTS.pdf). Lists of acceptable traps can be found at www.fur.ca/index-e/trap_research/index.asp?action=trap_research&page=traps_certified_traps. 
This commitment is recognized within Nunavut legislation while maintaining Inuit rights to harvesting as stated in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.9.4: 
“Subject to Section 5.9.1 all harvesting in the Nunavut Settlement Area shall be subject to legislation implementing those terms of an international agreement that were in existence at the date of ratification of the Agreement”, 

and under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:
“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 
(a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

            (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of              wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 

and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.82 (1): 
“Subject to the regulations, no person shall harvest game using a trap unless:
(c) the trap is certified by the Minister, or another competent authority in Canada, in accordance with the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards, for use on the species of game being harvested; or

(d) the trap is certified by the Minister, pursuant to paragraph (2) (b), for use on the species of game being harvested”,
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
PROPOSED NQLs: TRAPS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.6(3): A PERSON USING A LIVE-CAPTURE TRAP TO HARVEST FURBEARERS SHALL INSPECT THE TRAP AT LEAST ONCE EVERY 72 HOURS AND, SUBJECT TO BY-CATCH RULES (S.17), REMOVE ANY ANIMAL IN THE TRAP.  

The regulations and conditions for the usage of live-traps are stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 82 (3): 
“A person who uses live capture traps to harvest furbearers shall regularly check each trap to collect any harvested wildlife in accordance with the regulations”,
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
It is important to checking live-capture traps at least once every 72 hours to minimize the animals stress levels and to be able to safely release any non-target species. 
PROPOSED NQLs: USE OF DOGS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.7(1): SUBJECT TO S.7(2), NO PERSON SHALL USE A DOG TO KILL OR OTHERWISE HARVEST GAME

The ethical and humane treatment of wildlife, including dogs, is stated throughout Nunavut legislation.  References to the humane and ethical treatment of animals are stated in the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit under the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”,
and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.74 (1): 
“No person shall chase, weary, harass or molest a wild animal”, 
and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.75: 
“Any person harvesting a wild animal shall respect the principles of Iliijaqsuittailiniq/Kimaitailinik and Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi”.

PROPOSED NQLs: USE OF DOGS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.7(2) A PERSON MAY USE A DOG TO CHASE, DRIVE, FLUSH, ATTRACT, PURSUE, WORRY, FOLLOW, SEARCH FOR OR RETRIEVE  SMALL GAME, A BEAR, [A MUSKOX?] OR A WOLVERINE, AND MAY USE DOGS TO PULL A SLED AS TRANSPORTATION.  

The practice of using a dog to track game is utilized in many provinces and countries as dogs are an effective tool for tracking wildlife.  The conditions and regulations for using dogs are stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.79 (1): 
“Pursuant to the Agreement, an Inuk or an assignee under Section 16 may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of Article 5 of the Agreement that does not;

                        (b): conflict with laws of general application regarding the humane killing of wildlife, public safety or firearms control”,
and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.87 (2): 
“A person may hunt game while on;….(b): a sled pulled by dogs”,
and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.88 (3): 
“No person, other than an Inuk or an assignee exercising his or her right to harvest a quantity of wildlife under Section 16, shall harvest a polar bear by any vehicle or other conveyance, except a sled pulled by dogs”.

and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.76 (1): 
“A person who wounds or kills game shall make every reasonable effort to;

            (a): retrieve the game and, if it is alive, to kill it”,
and in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.1.2 (a):   

            “Inuit are traditional and current users of wildlife”, 
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
PROPOSED NQLs: PROHIBITED TRAPS AND WEAPONS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8 (1)
(A): A SHOTGUN WITH A GAUGE NO. OF 8 OR LESS;

(B): A TRAP WITH METAL TEETH OR SERRATION ON ITS JAWS;

(C): A FOOTHOLD TRAP WITH A SPRING POLE;

S. 8 (1) (a) is in accordance with the Migratory Birds Convention Act and 
the Migratory Birds Regulations S.15 (1): 

“Subject to subsections (4) and (5) and sections 23.1 and 23.2, no person shall hunt a migratory bird

(c) except with a long bow and arrow or with a shotgun not larger than number 10 gauge”
As well, in accordance to the Alberta Wildlife Act Part 9, Item 1:

“Items prohibited for hunting all wildlife. #7: A shotgun of a gauge greater than 10 gauge”.

Restricting the size of shotgun to smaller gauges than 8 ensures that harvesters will have a less chance of wounding birds by unintentionally “flock shooting”, and other like practices used during the turn of the century commercial bird hunts. Also the fact that 8 gauge ammunition is no longer available to purchase commercially. It is considered to be an Antique Firearm.
According to the Firearms Act: Regulations Prescribing Antique Firearms Prescription: 
“1. The firearms listed in the schedule are antique firearms for the purposes of paragraph (b) of the definition "antique firearm" in subsection 84(1) of the Criminal Code”.

Schedule: Shotguns

“5. A shotgun manufactured before 1898 that is capable of discharging centre-fire cartridges, other than 10, 12, 16, 20, 28 or 410 gauge cartridges”.

Section 8 (1) (b) is in accordance with Canada’s commitment to the Agreement on International Humane Trapping, which is a multi-national agreement. Part of Canada’s responsibilities, or goals, which are set out in this Agreement is that Canada has agreed to prohibit all jaw-type leg hold traps on land for seven species of fur-bearers. However, these traps may continue to be used for under water sets. Canada has also agreed to prohibit the use of conventional steel-jawed leg hold traps on land for an additional five species of fur-bearers. This will allow for modified (e.g.: padded) jaw-type leg hold traps to be used (www.fur.ca/index-e/pdf/AIHTS.pdf). Lists of acceptable traps can be found at www.fur.ca/index-e/trap_research/index.asp?action=trap_research&page=traps_certified_traps. 
This commitment is recognized within Nunavut legislation while maintaining Inuit rights to harvesting as stated in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.9.4: 
“Subject to Section 5.9.1 all harvesting in the Nunavut Settlement Area shall be subject to legislation implementing those terms of an international agreement that were in existence at the date of ratification of the Agreement”, 

and under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:
“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 
(a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

            (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of              wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 

and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.82 (1): 
“Subject to the regulations, no person shall harvest game using a trap unless:
(e) the trap is certified by the Minister, or another competent authority in Canada, in accordance with the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards, for use on the species of game being harvested; or

(f) the trap is certified by the Minister, pursuant to paragraph (2) (b), for use on the species of game being harvested”,
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
Section 8 (1) (c) is also in accordance with Canada’s commitment the Agreement on International Humane Trapping.  In addition, Alberta has added a section to their legislation dealing with this particular trap set, which is stated in the Alberta Wildlife Regulations S.108: 
“A person shall not use a leg-hold trap to trap a fur-bearing animal that is in a tree or on a pole unless the trap is a killing device”.
PROPOSED NQLs: PROHIBITED TRAPS AND WEAPONS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8 (1)
(D): A TRAP NOT IN A MECHANICALLY FIT CONDITION; 

(E): A TRAP NOT SECURELY FASTENED TO AN ANCHOR OR DRAG;

(F): A HANDGUN;

Section 8 (1) (d) and (e) are in accordance with Canada’s commitment to the Agreement on International Humane Trapping. Part of Canada’s responsibilities, or goals, which are set out in this Agreement is that Canada has agreed to prohibit all jaw-type leg hold traps on land for seven species of fur-bearers. However, these traps may continue to be used for under water sets. Canada has also agreed to prohibit the use of conventional steel-jawed leg hold traps on land for an additional five species of fur-bearers. This will allow for modified (e.g.: padded) jaw-type leg hold traps to be used (www.fur.ca/index-e/pdf/AIHTS.pdf). Lists of acceptable traps can be found at www.fur.ca/index-e/trap_research/index.asp?action=trap_research&page=traps_certified_traps. 
This commitment is recognized within Nunavut legislation while maintaining Inuit rights to harvesting as stated in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.9.4: 
“Subject to Section 5.9.1 all harvesting in the Nunavut Settlement Area shall be subject to legislation implementing those terms of an international agreement that were in existence at the date of ratification of the Agreement”, 

and under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:
“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 
(a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

            (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of              wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 

and in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.82 (1): 
“Subject to the regulations, no person shall harvest game using a trap unless:
(g) the trap is certified by the Minister, or another competent authority in Canada, in accordance with the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards, for use on the species of game being harvested; or

(h) the trap is certified by the Minister, pursuant to paragraph (2) (b), for use on the species of game being harvested”,
and must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
Using mechanically unfit traps, or trap sets that are not anchored properly could cause any trapped animal undue stress and/or further injuries.

Section 8 (1) (f) is in accordance with the Alberta Wildlife Act Part 9, Item 1 

“Items prohibited for hunting all wildlife. #10: A pistol or revolver”, 

and is stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 80 (2): 
“No person shall harvest big game with;

             (a): rim-fire ammunition

             (b): ammunition of less than 5.56 mm in diameter

             (c): ammunition with an empty cartridge case measuring less than 38 mm length;

             (d): ammunition containing, non-expanding or steel-jacketed bullets;

             (e): a bow with less than 20 kg draw weight at 700 mm draw; or
(f): an arrow without a broad head point width of at least 25 mm at its widest point or an un-barbed three bladed bodkin head”.

Most handgun empty cartridge cases measure less than 38 mm in length.
PROPOSED NQLs: PROHIBITED TRAPS AND WEAPONS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8(1)
(G): ANYTHING REGULATED UNDER S.84 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE AS A RESTRICTED FIREARM OR PROHIBITED FIREARM, WEAPON, DEVICE OR AMMUNITION; OR

(H): A WEAPON OPERATED BY REMOTE CONTROL FROM ANOTHER LOCATION.

In support of Section 8 (1) (g), Nunavut must abide by the Criminal Code.  
As well, in support of Section 8 (1) (h), the use of a remote control weapon would not be ethical and would not coincide with the principle of “fair chase”.  Fair chase, as defined by the Boone and Crockett Club, is the ethical, sportsmanlike, and lawful pursuit and taking of any free-ranging wild, native North American big game animal in a manner that does not give the hunter an improper advantage over such animals. (Boone and Crockett Club, Fair Chase Statement 2006)

In addition, harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.

PROPOSED NQLs: SMALL GAME (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.8(2): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST SMALL GAME WITH A CROSSBOW, OTHER THAN A COMPOUND CROSSBOW, WITH A PULL OF LESS THAN 55KG AT FULL DRAW.

In order to ensure that wildlife harvested by crossbow is killed in a manner that is considered humane, the overall pull at full draw must be no less than 55 kg.  This is necessary in order to kill the animal as quickly as possible and to alleviate suffering.  
 
All harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.

PROPOSED NQLs: USE OF PASSIVE WEAPONS FOR BIG GAME        (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.8(3)(A) & S.8(4): EXCEPT FOR AN INUK OR AN ASSIGNEE OF THE RIGHT TO HARVEST USING A TRADITIONAL WEAPON, NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST BIG GAME WITH A NON-PROJECTILE (PASSIVE) WEAPON, OTHER THAN A TRAP.

Recognition of Inuit rights are stated in the Nunavut Lands Claims Agreement 5.1.2 (a): 
“Inuit are traditional and current users of wildlife”, 

and the Nunavut Lands Claims Agreement 5.7.42:

“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 (a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

            (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of                   wildlife, public safety and firearms control”,
and in the Constitution Act, 1982 S. 35 (1):  

“The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed”,
and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (h):
“Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk, which means a person who is recognized by the 
community as having in-depth knowledge of a subject”.

PROPOSED NQLs: BIG GAME (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8(3): 
NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST BIG GAME WITH:

(B): A MUZZLE-LOADER OF LESS THAN .44 CALIBRE;

(C): SHOTGUN AMMUNITION WITH PELLETS SMALLER THAN 00 BUCK OR SSG;

In order to ensure that wildlife harvested a muzzle-loader projectile or by shotgun ammunition is killed in a manner that is considered humane, the calibre must be no less than .44 or smaller than 00 Buck or SSG respectively.  This is necessary in order to kill the animal as quickly as possible and to alleviate suffering. 
 
All harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.

.
PROPOSED NQLs: BIG GAME (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8(3):
(D): A CROSSBOW, OTHER THAN A COMPOUND CROSSBOW, WITH A PULL OF LESS THAN 68 KG AT FULL DRAW;

(E): A COMPOUND CROSSBOW WITH A PULL OF LESS THAN 45 KG AT FULL DRAW;

In order to ensure that big game harvested by crossbow is killed in a manner that is considered humane, the overall pull at full draw must be no less than 68 kg or no less than 45kg for a compound crossbow.  This is necessary in order to kill the animal as quickly as possible and to alleviate suffering.  
 
All harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.

PROPOSED NQLs: BIG GAME (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8(3):  

(F): A CROSSBOW QUARREL WITH A BROADHEAD LESS THAN 2.22 CM AT ITS WIDEST POINT;

(G): A CROSSBOW QUARREL WEIGHING LESS THAN 16.2G;

(H): A SNARE MADE OF BRASS OR STAINLESS STEEL WIRE;

In support of Sections 8 (3) (f) and (g), big game must be harvested in a manner that is considered humane.  Therefore it is necessary to use a broadhead less than 2.22 cm and a quarrel with a weight less than 16.2g in order to kill the animal as quickly as possible and to alleviate suffering.  
As well, the harvesting practice in support of Section 8 (3) (h) is stated in the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:

“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 (a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;
(b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 
and all harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.

PROPOSED NQLs: BIG GAME (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) S.8(3):  
(I): A SNARE MADE OF A SINGLE STRAND OF WIRE; OR

(J): A SNARE WITHOUT A LOCKING DEVICE THAT PREVENTS THE SNARE FROM LOOSENING ONCE THE ANIMAL IS CAUGHT.

Sections 8 (3) (I) and (J) are in accordance with Canada’s commitment to the Agreement on International Humane Trapping. Part of Canada’s responsibilities, or goals, which are set out in this Agreement is that Canada has agreed to prohibit all jaw-type leg hold traps on land for seven species of fur-bearers. However, these traps may continue to be used for under water sets. Canada has also agreed to prohibit the use of conventional steel-jawed leg hold traps on land for an additional five species of fur-bearers. This will allow for modified (e.g.: padded) jaw-type leg hold traps to be used (www.fur.ca/index-e/pdf/AIHTS.pdf). Lists of acceptable traps can be found at www.fur.ca/index-e/trap_research/index.asp?action=trap_research&page=traps_certified_traps., 
and under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.9.4 

“Subject to Section 5.9.1 all harvesting in the Nunavut Settlement Area shall be subject to legislation implementing those terms of an international agreement that were in existence at the date of ratification of the Agreement”,
and under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42 
“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 (a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;

           (b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of                   wildlife, public safety and firearms control”,
and under the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 82 (1) 
“Subject to the regulations, no person shall harvest game using a trap unless.

(c) the trap is certified by the Minister, or another competent authority in Canada, in accordance with the Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards, for use on the species of game being harvested; or

(d) the trap is certified by the Minister, pursuant to paragraph (2) (b), for use on the species of game being harvested”,
and is in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”,

and support is also stated in the Alberta Wildlife Regulations S. 109: 
“A person shall not use or set a snare of a kind that traps fur-bearing animals by the neck unless the snare is equipped with a loop and also with a locking device that is designed and set to prevent the snare loop from loosening after it has tightened on the animals neck, unless the snare is;

(a) set to restrain and kill the animal under water, or

(b) made of a single strand of wire and set to trap squirrel, rabbit or hare.

PROPOSED NQLs: AMMUNITION (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.8(5): NO PERSON SHALL USE AMMUNITION LESS THAN 6 MM OR .243 CAL TO HARVEST A BEAR, MOOSE OR MUSKOX.

In order to ensure that big game harvested with ammunition is killed in a manner that is considered humane, the ammunition must be no less than 6 mm or .243.  This is necessary in order to kill the animal as quickly as possible and to alleviate suffering.  
These three species are covered in thick hair, have heavy hides, lots of muscle tissue and heavy bone structure. It is very important to make sure that the bullet calibre is big enough and heavy enough to pass through these barriers, to get to the vital organs and circulatory system, to kill the animal in a humane manner.

As well, it is stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 80 (2): 
“No person shall harvest big game with;

                  (a): rim-fire ammunition

                  (b): ammunition of less than 5.56 mm in diameter

                  (c): ammunition with an empty cartridge case measuring less than 38 mm in length;

                  (d): ammunition containing, non-expanding or steel-jacketed bullets;

                  (e): a bow with less than 20 kg draw weight at 700 mm draw; or

                  (f): an arrow without a broad head point width of at least 25 mm at its widest point or an un-barbed three bladed bodkin head”, 

and Nunavut Wildlife Act S.79 (1): 
“Pursuant to the Agreement, an Inuk or an assignee under Section 16 may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of Article 5 of the Agreement that does not;

(b) conflict with laws of general application regarding the humane killing of wildlife, public safety or firearms control”,
and is in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.
PROPOSED NQLs: RESPECT FOR IQ PRINCIPLES   (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.9(1): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST GAME WITH AN INTENTION THAT CONTRAVENES THE IQ PRINCIPLE OF ILIIJAQSUITTAILINIQ/KIMAITAILINIK.

It is stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (j):


“Iliijaqsuittailiniq/ Kimaitailinik, which means that, even though wild animals are
 
harvested for food and other purposes, malice towards them is prohibited”.
S.9(2): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST GAME IN A MANNER THAT CONTRAVENES THE IQ PRINCIPLE OF SIRLIQSAAQTITTITTAILINIQ/NAKLIHAAKTITIHUILUHI.

It is stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”.
PROPOSED NQLs: RESPECT FOR IQ PRINCIPLES   (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.9(3): NO PERSON SHALL TREAT GAME IN A MANNER THAT CONTRAVENES THE IQ PRINCIPLE OF IKPIGUSUTTIARNIQ NIRJUTILMAANIK/PITIAKLUGIT NEKYUTIT.

It is stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all 
wildlife should be treated with respect”.  
PROPOSED NQLs: RESPECT FOR IQ PRINCIPLES   (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.9(4): EVERY PERSON HARVESTING GAME SHALL FOLLOW THE IQ PRINCIPLE OF PILIMMAKSARNIQ/AYOIKYUMIKATAKHIMANIK WITH RESPECT TO HIS OR HER HUNTING SKILLS.

It is stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (d):
“Pilimmaksarniq/ Ayoikyumikatakhimanik, which means that skills must be 
improved and maintained through experience and practice”.

PROPOSED NQLs: BIRDS OF PREY (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.10(1): NO PERSON, OTHER THAN AN INUK, SHALL KILL A BIRD OF PREY, EVEN IF THE PERSON HAS AUTHORITY TO HARVEST IT.

The purpose for the proposed legislation is to ensure the continued safe and ethical treatment of captive Birds of Prey. A harvesting license does not give a person the authority to kill a Bird of Prey, thus ensuring that a higher standard of care for the Bird of Prey is achieved.
PROPOSED NQLs: BIRDS OF PREY (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.10(2): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A LIVE BIRD OF PREY, OTHER THAN A SNOWY OWL, THAT IS MORE THAN ONE YEAR OF AGE.

The purpose for implementing restrictions on age for the harvesting of Live Bird of Prey is based on valid conservation concerns, restricting harvest to only the non-breeding, fall passage Birds of Prey.
S.5.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
There is some interest in harvesting adult Snowy Owls or the eggs of adult Snowy Owls for food as demonstrated by Inuit in the NWHS. However, the lack of information on the magnitude of snowy owl harvest and the status of snowy owl populations lead us to recommend a conservative harvest.
S.10(3): NO PERSON SHALL CAPTURE A LIVE BIRD OF PREY WITH A TRAP, UNLESS THE TRAP IS CONSTANTLY ATTENDED BY A QUALIFIED FALCONER.

These regulations are well founded within the guiding principles of the Nunavut Wildlife Act. They will help to ensure the respectful and humane treatment of birds of prey. The regulations follow the principles of Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit (all wildlife should be treated respectfully), and Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/ Naklihaaktitihuiluhi (hunters should avoid causing wild animals unnecessary suffering when harvesting them). Capture, handling, care and husbandry of birds of prey require special skills and knowledge that are particular to the species. Therefore, the Wildlife Regulations pertaining to the capture and subsequent care of birds of prey also fall within the guiding principles of Pilimmaksarniq/ Ayoikyumikatakhimanik (skills must be improved and maintained through experience and practice).

PROPOSED NQLs: POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.11(1): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A POLAR BEAR UNDER 3 YEARS OF AGE UNLESS:

(A): IT APPEARS TO BE ABANDONED; OR

(B): ITS MOTHER WAS KILLED AS AN EMERGENCY KILL AND THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF IT SURVIVING.

Through scientific observations and Inuit knowledge, it has been established that polar bears under the age of 3 will not survive to adulthood without an adult female bear to provide food and protection.  If it has been established beyond all reasonable doubt that a polar bear under three years of age has been abandoned, or its mother has been killed, the most humane and respectful action to take is to harvest the young bear as well.

It is stated in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:

“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 (a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;
(b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 
and all harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”.

PROPOSED NQLs: POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.11(2): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A FEMALE POLAR BEAR THAT IS ACCOMPANIED BY A BEAR THAT IS OR APPEARS TO BE UNDER 3 YEARS OF AGE.

Through scientific observations and Inuit knowledge, it has been established that polar bears under the age of 3 will not survive to adulthood without an adult female bear to provide food and protection.  As wee, in order to accurately predict Polar Bear populations, especially in regards to Total Allowable Harvest (TAH), the numbers need to be as accurate as possible. These numbers are needed not only to determine the maximum number of animals that can be removed from the population, but also the maximum sex ratio (male/female) numbers that can be removed from a population without adversely affecting the populations sustainable re-growth. Therefore if an adult female bear is harvested, and she has two cubs that are under three years of age, three bears have been removed from that population, in one shot, due to the fact that if the mother was killed  the most humane and respectful action to take is to harvest the young bears as well.

As well, the harvesting practice in support of Section 8 (3) (h) is stated in the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.7.42:

“An Inuk or assignee pursuant to Sub-section 5.7.34 (a) may employ any type, method or technology to harvest pursuant to the terms of the Article that does not;
(b) conflict with laws of general application regarding humane killing of wildlife, public safety and firearms control”, 
and all harvesting practises must be in accordance with the Guiding Principles and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (k):

“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals’ unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”,

and the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 8 (m):
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife  

should be treated with respect”,

and as stated in the Polar Bear Management Memorandum of Understanding for the Baffin Bay Polar Bear Population, March 9, 2005 5.3.1:

“No person shall hunt:

(a)
Any member of a family group. If the female of a family group of cubs, yearlings, or two-year olds is killed, the cubs, yearlings, and two-year olds will be regarded as killed as well.
(b)
A female polar bear that is using a den, or a female polar bear that is constructing a den”.
PROPOSED NQLs: POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.11(3): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A FEMALE POLAR BEAR THAT IS IN A DEN OR THAT IS CONSTRUCTING A DEN.

S.1.3 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
In accordance with the previous recommendations and regulations, any female bear that is in a den or is constructing a den should be protected from harvesting. 
PROPOSED NQLs: POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.12(1): NO PERSON, OTHER THAN AN INUK OR AN ASSIGNEE EXERCISING A RIGHT TO HARVEST, SHALL HUNT A POLAR BEAR WITHIN 6 HOURS OF BEING TRANSPORTED BY ANY VEHICLE OR OTHER CONVEYANCE, EXCEPT A SLED PULLED BY DOGS, TO A PLACE OUTSIDE A SETTLEMENT IN PREPARATION FOR THE HUNT.

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.87 (3):

“No person, other than an Inuk…, shall harvest a polar bear by any vehicle or other conveyance, except a sled pulled by dogs.”


Polar bear sport hunts should abide by the ethics of “fair chase”. Fair chase is “the ethical, sportsmanlike, and lawful pursuit and taking of any free-ranging wild, native North American big game animal in a manner that does not give the hunter an improper advantage over such animals” (Boone and Crockett Club, Fair Chase Statement 2006).  By requiring a 6 hour delay before beginning the hunt, the sport hunt is deemed to be ethical. 

"The mechanized pursuit of wildlife is high on the list of violating fair-chase principles. We have invented machines to carry ourselves over land, sea, and air. Evolution of the animals we pursue can not keep pace with these inventions. If we are to pursue animals fairly, the ethical choice is clear - we pursue them on foot (or in this case, dog team). The ethical hunter never chases or harasses wildlife with a machine." (Jim Posewitz. 1994. Beyond Fair Chase: The Ethic and Tradition of Hunting. p.61. Falcon Press. Helena, Montana.)
PROPOSED NQLs: POLAR BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.12(2): NO GUIDE SHALL ASSIST A HUNTER BY USING A VEHICLE OR OTHER CONVEYANCE TO LOCATE, SPOT, CHASE, DRIVE, FLUSH, ATTRACT, PURSUE, WORRY OR FOLLOW A POLAR BEAR, BUT MAY USE IT TO RETRIEVE A HARVESTED POLAR BEAR.

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.87 (3):

“No person, other than an Inuk…, shall harvest a polar bear by any vehicle or other conveyance, except a sled pulled by dogs.”

Any participant to the harvesting of polar bear should abide by the principles of fair chase as defined in S. 12 (1) to ensure that the hunt is ethical and is in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (m) IQ Guiding Principles and Concepts: 

“Ikpigusttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/ Pitiaklugit nekyutit, which means that all wildlife should be treated respectfully”.  
PROPOSED NQLs: GRIZZLY BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.13 (1): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A GRIZZLY BEAR UNDER TWO YEARS OF AGE.

S.2.2.3 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
The purpose of implementing restrictions on the harvesting of a grizzly bear less than 2 years of age is to protect family groups.   Grizzly bears that are less than 2 years of age depend on an adult female for food and protection.  Until further research is conducted, through IQ and scientific means, it is recommended that family groups be protected to ensure minimal disturbance. 

PROPOSED NQLs: GRIZZLY BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.13 (2): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A FEMALE GRIZZLY BEAR ACCOMPANIED BY A BEAR THAT IS OR APPEARS TO BE UNDER TWO YEARS OF AGE.

S.2.2.3 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
“It is recognized that females with accompanying offspring should be protected from harvest, as it is unlikely that any offspring <2 years of age will survive in the absence of its mother.”


As well it has been documented that “… surviving cubs remained with their mother for an average of 2.5 years…” which is used to estimate reproductive parameters (Garshelis, D., Gibeau, M., Herrero, S. (2005) Journal of Wildlife Management 69(1):277-297) 
PROPOSED NQLs: GRIZZLY BEARS (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.13(3): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST A FEMALE GRIZZLY BEAR THAT IS IN A DEN OR THAT IS CONSTRUCTING A DEN.

S.2.2.3 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
Our recommendation was: 2) no person shall harvest a grizzly bear that is in a den or is constructing a den, since it may be difficult to sex bears that are in or are constructing dens. Further to the potential identification problems when Grizzly bears are at den, the disturbance at the den site can make the bear to abandon the den and for females with cubs, there is a risk that the female abandon the cubs with the den. In the arctic, den sites are limited and particularly after freeze up in the fall. 

The literature on the effects of disturbance of denning bears is scarce (more is available on Black Bear), but most seam to agree that disturbance of denning bears can result in poorer body condition and lower reproductive success. Because significant difference between males and females was found when it comes to den abandonment, we recommend that both males and females constructing a den or denning be protected (Swensen et al 1997; Linnell et al 2000).

In the case of harvest, the disturbance usually ends up with the kill of the bear. But if the harvest is not successful, the effect of the disturbance will potentially affect the bear body condition and productivity. Also, because it may be difficult to assess the sex of a denning bear without disturbance, to protect only the females from being harvest would not prevent the initial disturbance to assess the sex and could result in den abandonment with consequences on body condition and productivity (Olliff & Kaeding 1999). 

Bears loose a great amount of weight during denning and disturbance at the den can increase the rate of weight loss. Female black bears weight when entering the den was an important factor in the success of producing a litter (Samson & Huot 1995). Female Grizzly bear producing cubs or accompagnied with yearlings loose more weight during denning than non-productive females (Hilderbrand et al. 2000). 

PROPOSED NQLs: BY-CATCH (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 

S.17(1): IF BY-CATCH IS ALIVE WHEN DISCOVERED BY THE PERSON IN CONTROL OF A TRAP, THE PERSON SHALL:

(A): RELEASE IT IF THAT WOULD RESULT IN A REASONABLE LIKELIHOOD OF SURVIVAL AND LITTLE OR NO DANGER TO THE PERSON RELEASING IT;

Thus ensuring that the by-catch remains in the population and is not considered harvested.
PROPOSED NQLs: BY-CATCH (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.17 (1):
(B): KILL THE BY-CATCH WHERE THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF SURVIVAL IF RELEASED;

In accordance with the Guiding Principals and Concepts Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (K): 
“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, harvesters should avoid causing wild animals unnecessary suffering, regardless if it is the intended animal for harvest or not”.  
(C): KILL IT IF A CONSERVATION OFFICER SO AUTHORIZES; OR

Upon authorization by the Conservation Officer, a harvester may kill the by-catch in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.207 (1): 
“The offence provisions of this Act and Regulations do not apply to Conservation Officers and persons acting under their direction and control, engaged in the performance of their duties in good faith.”  
The killing of a by-catch animal under the instruction of a Conservation Officer would correspond with the Nunavut Wildlife Act and with the Guiding Principals and Concepts Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (K): 
“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, harvesters should avoid causing wild animals unnecessary suffering”.
PROPOSED NQLs: BY-CATCH (HARVESTING REGULATIONS) 
S.17 (1):
(D): KILL IT IF THERE WOULD BE MORE THAN A LITTLE DANGER TO THE PERSON IN RELEASING IT AND THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF IT SURVIVING THE TIME IT WOULD TAKE FOR A CONSERVATION OFFICER TO COME AND RELEASE IT.

In accordance with the Guiding Principals and Concepts Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (K):
“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, harvesters should avoid causing wild animals unnecessary suffering, regardless if it is the intended animal for harvest or not”.
PROPOSED NQLs: LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS 

S.12:  A PERSON HOLDING A LICENCE MUST FOLLOW THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF HIS OR HER LICENCE.  
This ensures that game is harvested in accordance to all wildlife legislation and harvested in a manner that complies with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 54(5): 
“No person shall contravene any of the terms or conditions of his or her licence”, and with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 58(1): 
“Every person harvesting wildlife shall act in accordance with this Act”.
PROPOSED NQLs: HARVESTING LICENCE (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)
S.16.
EXCEPT FOR AN INUK, A PERSON IS REQUIRED TO HAVE A HARVESTING LICENCE TO HARVEST GAME OR OTHER PRESCRIBED WILDLIFE.  A HARVESTING LICENCE IS CONDITIONAL ON THE HOLDER OF THE LICENCE HARVESTING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACT, REGULATIONS AND ORDERS MADE UNDER THE ACT.


In the cause of an Inuk, an assignee, or person as described in Article 40, and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 18(1); 
“A person harvesting game and other prescribed wildlife requires a licence authorizing it, unless he or she has a right referred to in section 10, 12, 13, 14 or 16 to harvest that game or other prescribed wildlife without a license”.

The license to harvest wildlife stipulates the identity of the harvester, species and sex of the game prescribed for harvesting, restrictions on seasons and locations for the harvest, other terms and conditions set out in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.30(2), as well the appropriate tags for the wildlife. This ensures that game is harvested in accordance to all wildlife legislation, which has been established through the Guiding Principals and Concepts Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (b): 
“Papattiniq/Munakhinik, which means the obligation of guardianship or stewardship that a person may owe in relation to something that does not belong to that person”, 
and that the game is harvested in a manner that complies with of the Nunavut Wildlife Act, and is in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 54(5): 

“No person shall contravene any of the terms or conditions of his or her licence”,
and is in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S 58(1): 

“Every person harvesting wildlife shall act in accordance with this Act”.

In the case of an Inuk and in accordance with the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement S.5.7.26: 
“Subject to the terms of this Article, an Inuk with proper identification may harvest up to his or her adjusted basic needs level without any form of licence or permit and without imposition of any form of tax or fee”,
and is in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.10 (2):  
“An Inuk with the proper identification may harvest wildlife without any form of licence or the imposition of any form of tax or fee if, in the case where a total allowable harvest for a stock or population of wildlife is not established, the harvesting does not exceed the full level of the Inuk’s economic, social and cultural needs.”
PROPOSED NQLs: HARVESTING LICENCE (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S.17:  A NON-INUIT RESIDENT OF NUNAVUT REQUIRES A RESIDENT HUNTING LICENCE TO HARVEST SMALL GAME, WHITE TAILED DEER, OR OTHER SPECIES AS AUTHORIZED BY A SPECIES AUTHORIZATION TAG.  
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 18(1):
“A person harvesting game and other prescribed wildlife requires a licence authorizing it, unless he or she has a right referred to in section 10, 12, 13, 14 or 16 to harvest that game or other prescribed wildlife without a licence.”
PROPOSED NQLs: HARVESTING LICENCE (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S.18:  A PERSON HOLDING A GENERAL HUNTING LICENCE (GHL) IS AUTHORIZED TO HARVEST GAME IN THE NSA, (OTHER THAN FURBEARERS) NOT EXCEEDING:
(A)  THE FULL LEVEL OF HIS OR HER ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL NEEDS, IF NO TAH HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY FOR THE SPECIES OF GAME BY THE NWMB; OR

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 244 (1):

“Any person holding a valid general hunting licence when this Act comes into force continues to be able to exercise the rights and privileges available under that licence for the duration of his or her life”,
and inn accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 125 (1): 

“Pursuant to the Agreement, where no total allowable harvest for a stock or population of wildlife is established, the maximum amount of wildlife that may be harvested by Inuit and harvesters exercising their rights to harvest referred to in section 12, 13 or 14 is the full level of his or her economic, social, and cultural needs”.

Determining the General Hunting License holder’s economic, social and cultural needs if no TAH has been established, will be based on the actual level of harvest, the availability of and accessibility to wildlife, and the general economic, social and cultural circumstances of the harvester.
(B)  THE TAH ESTABLISHED BY THE NWMB.

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 125(2):
“Pursuant to the Agreement, where a total allowable harvest for a stock or population of wildlife is established, the maximum amount of wildlife that a person referred to in subsection (1) may harvest is his or her allocated portion of the basic needs level or adjusted basic needs level plus any portion of the surplus allocated to him or her.”
PROPOSED NQLs: LIVE POSSESSION LICENCES (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S.20.A PERSON HOLDING A LIVE POSSESSION LICENCE IS AUTHORIZED TO CAPTURE, POSSESS AND FEED WILDLIFE OF THE SPECIES AND NUMBER AUTHORIZED BY THE LICENCE.

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.84:
“No person shall possess, keep captive or feed any live wild animal, other than a prescribed animal, except in accordance with the regulations”.
The purpose for the requirement of the Live Possession License is to ensure that the holder of the license is recognized as having adequate knowledge, as either a scientist or a Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk, by the Superintendent, and is capable of adhering to and conveying the principals of Avatimik Kamattiarniq/Amiginik Avatimik and Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit while performing the requirements of the License.
PROPOSED NQLs: LIVE POSSESSION LICENCE  (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS) 
S.21(2): THE SUPERINTENDENT SHALL NOT ISSUES A LIVE POSSESSION LICENCE FOR A BIRD OF PREY UNLESS SATISFIED THAT THE CAPTURE (AND POSSESSION) WILL BE DONE BY A FALCONER WHO:

(A): HAS DEMONSTRATED THE EXPERIENCE OR ABILITY TO CAPTURE (AND CARE FOR) THAT SPECIES OF BIRD OF PREY; AND

(B): HAS NOT BEEN CONVICTED OF AN OFFENCE RELATED TO THE HARVESTING (OR POSSESSION) OF WILDLIFE WITHIN THE LAST 5 YEARS.

PROPOSED NQLs: LIVE POSSESSION LICENCE (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS) 
S.21(3): ANY TRAP USED FOR THE CAPTURE MUST BE CONSTANTLY ATTENDED BY THE FALCONER REFERRED TO IN S.21(2). 

These regulations are well founded within the guiding principles of the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8. They will help to ensure the respectful and humane treatment of birds of prey for which quotas have been established and collection of which is allowed in Nunavut. The regulations are in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (k): 
“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which means that hunters should avoid causing wild animals unnecessary suffering when harvesting them”, 
and with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (m): 
“Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit , which means that all wildlife should be treated respectfully”. 
Capture, handling, care and husbandry of birds of prey require special skills and knowledge that are particular to the species. Therefore, the Wildlife Regulations pertaining to the capture and subsequent care of birds of prey also fall within the guiding principles of the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (d): 
“Pilimmaksarniq/ Ayoikyumikatakhimanik, skills must be improved and maintained through experience and practice”.

Capturing and possessing Nunavut birds of prey should follow the best-available codes of practice. The Government of Alberta has quotas for some birds of prey and they have a long established protocol for the harvest of that quota. Their wildlife regulations are detailed enough to clearly outline the process of applying for permits, capturing, and handling birds, and commercial trade. The government recognizes the Alberta Falconry Association as a governing body for qualified falconers, and the Association itself has codes of practice that help to ensure the ethical and humane capture and treatment of birds of prey. Information on falconry and the Alberta Wildlife Act are provided as an example of a standard that should be considered within Nunavut.   
FALCONRY AND THE ALBERTA WILDLIFE ACT


Alberta is a Canadian example of an advanced wildlife management system where quotas have been established for a number of bird-of-prey species and the government appears to maintain a working relationship with avocational falconers by ensuring expertise through recognition of the Alberta Falconry Association. Alberta’s legislation states that applicants for a falconry licence be: 1) residents; 2) members of the Alberta Falconry Association (which have their own code of practice); and 3) that they are keeping the captured birds in approved facilities.

The Alberta Wildlife regulation Sec 46 states that… 
“A person is eligible to obtain or hold a collection licence if and only if… he holds


a) i) a falconry permit…
b)  where the collection licence authorizes only the capture of the wildlife, he either satisfies the Minister that he has the ability to capture efficiently and humanely wildlife of the kind specified in the licence or agrees to engage the services of a person who has that ability and who is named in the licence and specifically authorized by the licence so to capture that wildlife…”.
To be eligible to obtain a falconry permit, Sec 62 states that: 
“(1) A person is entitled to obtain or hold a recreational falconry permit if the person is an individual who: a) is a resident;… c) is a member of the Alberta Falconry Association, and d)
will conduct the falconry activities from a facility in Alberta that is approved by the Minister…”.

Other important parts of Alberta’s legislation include the proper identification of wild-caught birds that are used for falconry. For the purposes of identifying the birds and their origins or modes of acquisition.  For instance, Sec 65 states that:

“a falconry permit does not authorize its holder to possess a falconry bird…that does not bear a leg band, unless,… A) the bird is under 22 days old, or B) the bird’s leg band has been lost or accidentally defaced or destroyed and not more than 5 days have passed since that holder learned of that fact…”.

Methods of identifying a bird of prey captured under permit are not identified in the Nunavut Wildlife Regulations.
ALBERTA PROTOCOLS FOR WILDLIFE RESEARCH

www.srd.gov.ab.ca/fw/guidres/pdf/protocol/Falconry_class_protocol_001.pdf
Further to legislation, the Alberta Government’s Wildlife Animal Care Committee developed a protocol for the live capture of raptors for captive falconry purposes (Wildlife Animal Care Committee Class Protocol #001). The protocol was prepared to help ensure the safe and harmless collection of raptors for falconry purposes. An overview of capture and transport methods are provided, with suggestions for minimizing disturbances to the birds.  

ALBERTA FALCONRY ASSOCIATION

www.telusplanet.ca/~kfranke


The Alberta Wildlife Act states that an applicant for a falconry permit must be a member of the Alberta Falconry Association. The Association has a code of practice that ensures expertise of falcon handlers. The Association publishes its ethics and regulations which includes the following conditions for capturing live birds: 


Capture

· No person may capture more than two (2) raptorial birds per calendar year;

· Only eyases or passage birds may be taken under licence;

· Adult birds are not permitted as they are considered as potential breeding birds;

· A minimum of one young must be left in each nest site (young cannot be transferred between nest sites) 

Membership rules seem fairly strict and there is a detailed mentorship programme where each member is ranked and regulated according to his or her falconry knowledge and expertise. The regulations of that association may provide a good guideline upon which the superintendent can judge the skills of an applicant for a live possession licence in Nunavut. 
PROPOSED NQLs: BIG GAME GUIDE LICENCES (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S. 29:  A BIG GAME GUIDE LICENCE IS REQUIRED FOR ANY PERSON ACTING AS A GUIDE, FOR COMPENSATION, TO A PERSON WHO REQUIRES A GUIDE UNDER THE ACT TO HARVEST GAME.

The purpose for the requirement of a Big Game Guide License is to ensure that the Guide is recognized by the HTO as one who is Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk and is capable of adhering to and conveying the principals of Avatimik Kamattiarniq/Amiginik Avatimik and Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit to those he or she is guiding. 
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 23(1): 

“Pursuant to the Agreement, a licence for a big game guide may only be issued if the applicant is approved by a HTO in accordance with the qualifications for a big game guide established by the NWMB”,
and in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.2.34 (h):

“The NWMB shall establish qualifications respecting guides (see 5.6.41)”,
and in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.6.41 (b):
“for at least two years following the acquisition of the licence be accompanied by an Inuk approved as a guide by an HTO in accordance with any qualifications established by the NWMB”.
PROPOSED NQLs: SPECIES AT RISK LICENCE (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S.30:  A PERSON HOLDING A SPECIES AT RISK LICENCE IS AUTHORIZED TO ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES OTHERWISE PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED UNDER THE ACT.
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 20 (1):
“The Superintendent may issue a licence authorizing a person to engage in an activity for education or research that is otherwise prohibited under this Act in respect of an extinct species or a listed species”.


The requirements for the issuance of a Species at Risk License is stringent, following pre-conditions as set out in S. 20 (2) of the Nunavut Wildlife Act.

The purpose for the requirement of a Species at Risk License is to ensure that the holder of the license is recognized as having adequate knowledge, as either a scientist or a Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk, by the Superintendent, and is capable of adhering to and conveying the principals of Avatimik Kamattiarniq/Amiginik Avatimik and Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit while performing the requirements of the License.

In the Species at Risk Act of Canada, it is maintained that the “responsibility for the conservation of wildlife in Canada is shared among the governments in this country and it is important for them to work cooperatively to pursue the establishment of complementary legislation and programs for the protection and recovery of species at risk in Canada.” (Preamble: “Cooperation and Stewardship First”, SARA).


In support of this mandate, the Government of Nunavut will fulfill its role as implementing a strategy to ensure effective protection for species that are extirpated or becoming extinct, to provide the means of recovery for wildlife species that are extirpated, endangered or threatened, and to manage special concern species to prevent them from becoming endangered or threatened. (S. 2.4.1 SARA)

PROPOSED NQLs: HARVESTING INSTRUCTION LICENCE (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S. 35(1):  ANY PERSON ESTABLISHING, OFFERING OR PROVIDING ANY ORGANIZED COURSE OF INSTRUCTION DURING WHICH GAME IS TO BE HARVESTED REQUIRES A HARVESTING INSTRUCTION LICENCE.  .  

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 116 (1):

“No person shall establish, offer or provide any organized course of instruction during which game is to be harvested, without a licence authorizing it issued with the approval of the HTO of the area in which the course will take place”,

and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 193: 

“The Commissioner in Executive Council may make regulations in relation to education and training respecting Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit, safe and humane harvesting methods, harvester education and wildlife conservation, including regulations

(a) respecting courses and examinations on these matters; and

(b) requiring persons to successfully complete a course or examination before engaging in any activity requiring a licence, 
and in accordance with the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement S. 5.7.3:

“stipulates the authority that an HTO has in determining the issuance of a Harvesting Instruction License”.


The purpose for the requirement of a Harvesters Instruction License is to ensure that the Instructor(s) is recognized by the HTO as one who is Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk and is capable of conveying the concepts of Avatimik Kamattiarniq/Amiginik Avatimik and Ikpigusuttiarniq Nirjutilimaanik/Pitiaklugit nekyutit to those he or she is instructing.
S. 35(3):  INSTRUCTORS AND STUDENTS BOTH REQUIRE THE APPROPRIATE LICENSE OR AUTHORITY IN ORDER TO HARVEST ANY GAME.

In reference to the instructor and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.116 (2): 

“Any instructor acting under the authority of the licence shall comply with the terms and conditions of the licence and is not authorized to harvest under that licence”, 

and in reference to the student and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 18(1):   
“A person harvesting game and other prescribed wildlife requires a licence authorizing it, unless he or she has a right referred to in section 10, 12, 13, 14 or 16 to harvest that game or other prescribed wildlife without a licence”.
PROPOSED NQLs: RESEARCH PERMITS (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)
S. 36:  ANY PERSON CONDUCTING RESEARCH ON WILDLIFE OR COLLECTING WILDLIFE SPECIMENS FOR RESEARCH REQUIRES A WILDLIFE RESEARCH PERMIT.
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 117 (1):
“No person shall conduct research on wildlife or collect wildlife specimens for research, without a licence authorizing it”, 

and in accordance with the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 5.2.37 (c):
“Accordingly, the NWMB shall review research proposals and applications, and where appropriate recommend on the acceptance or rejection of such proposals to the appropriate government agency”.

The purpose for the requirement of a Research Permit is to ensure that the proper authorities in Nunavut, including but not limited to; the Government of Nunavut, NWMB, NTI, RWO and HTO’s, participate in wildlife management, as well as the application for and approval of Research permits, thus ensuring the principals of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit, set out in Section 8 and 9 of the Nunavut Wildlife Act, is applied.
PROPOSED NQLs: EXEMPTION PERMIT (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S.41(1):  ANY PERSON USING A WEAPON, EQUIPMENT, TECHNIQUE, PROCEDURE OR CONDUCTING AN ACTIVITY THAT WOULD OTHERWISE BE CONTRARY TO THE ACT AND THE REGULATIONS AND ORDERS MADE UNDER THE ACT REQUIRES AN EXEMPTION PERMIT
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 21 (1) :
“The Superintendent may, by licence or order, authorize the use of a weapon, equipment, technique, procedure or activity that would otherwise be contrary to this Act, the regulations or an order, where;

(a) it is necessary to implement an accepted decision of the NWMB; or

(b) the Superintendent considers it necessary or advisable in respect of those matters within the jurisdiction of the Government of Nunavut”,
and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.21 (2):
“Only a conservation officer, wildlife guardian, scientist, Qaujimanilik/Ihumatuyuk, or a person acting under their authority, may be authorized under subsection (1)”, 
and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 19 (2) (n):
“Examples of the licences that may be required under this Act include (n) licences to use a weapon, equipment, technique, procedure or activity that would otherwise be contrary to this Act, the regulations or an order…”

and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 75: 
“Any person harvesting a wild animal shall respect the principles of Iliijaqsuittailiniq/Kimaitailinik and Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi.” 
This would ensure that no wildlife unnecessarily suffers while harvesting them, and un-prescribed methods or means may be necessary to achieve this. 

In certain circumstances, such as the harvesting of Bowhead Whales, using techniques, methods or means that contravene the Act and Regulations is necessary to adhere with the Guiding Principals and Concepts of Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit as stated in n the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.8 (K): 
“Sirliqsaaqtittittailiniq/Naklihaaktitihuiluhi, which maintains that harvesters should avoid causing wild animals unnecessary suffering”. 

 PROPOSED NQLs: SPECIES AUTHORIZATION TAGS (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS) 
S.44(1): EVERY PERSON WHO REQUIRES A LICENCE TO HARVEST WILDLIFE SHALL HOLD A SPECIES AUTHORIZATION TAG FOR THE FOLLOWING WILDLIFE:

(A): A FURBEARER;

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.126 (1): 


“The regulations may require a person to hold a tag and affix it to wildlife for the purpose of;
(a) evidencing that person's authority to harvest or possess wildlife;

(b) regulating the allocation of a share of the total allowable harvest, including

the basic needs level or adjusted basic needs level;

(c) collecting information in relation to harvesting activities; and

(d) regulating harvesting or commercial activities in relation to wildlife”.

The license to harvest wildlife stipulates the identity of the harvester, species and sex of the game prescribed for harvesting, restrictions on seasons and locations for the harvest, other terms and conditions set out in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.30(2), as well the appropriate tags for the wildlife. 

This ensures that game is harvested in accordance to all wildlife legislation, which has been established through the IQ principal of Papattiniq/Munakhinik, and that the game is harvested in a manner that complies with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 54(5): 
“No person shall contravene any of the terms or conditions of his or her licence”, and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 58(1): 
“Every person harvesting wildlife shall act in accordance with this Act”.
PROPOSED NQLs: SPECIES AUTHORIZATION TAGS (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS) S.44 (1):
(B): BIG GAME, OTHER THAN WHITE TAILED DEAR; AND

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.126 (1): 


“The regulations may require a person to hold a tag and affix it to wildlife for the purpose of;
(a) evidencing that person's authority to harvest or possess wildlife;

(b) regulating the allocation of a share of the total allowable harvest, including

the basic needs level or adjusted basic needs level;

(c) collecting information in relation to harvesting activities; and

(d) regulating harvesting or commercial activities in relation to wildlife”.

The license to harvest wildlife stipulates the identity of the harvester, species and sex of the game prescribed for harvesting, restrictions on seasons and locations for the harvest, other terms and conditions set out in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.30(2), as well the appropriate tags for the wildlife. 


This ensures that game is harvested in accordance to all wildlife legislation, which has been established through the IQ principal of Papattiniq/Munakhinik, and that the game is harvested in a manner that complies with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 54(5): 

“No person shall contravene any of the terms or conditions of his or her licence”, and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 58(1): 
“Every person harvesting wildlife shall act in accordance with this Act”.
.White Tailed Deer

As outlined in Section 3.4.2 of the RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
White Tailed Deer are believed to be a colonizing species exotic to Nunavut, and not currently of conservation concern.
(C): ANY WILDLIFE PRESCRIBED UNDER S.18 OF THE ACT.

In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.126 (1): 


“The regulations may require a person to hold a tag and affix it to wildlife for the purpose of;
(a) evidencing that person's authority to harvest or possess wildlife;

(b) regulating the allocation of a share of the total allowable harvest, including

the basic needs level or adjusted basic needs level;

(c) collecting information in relation to harvesting activities; and

(d) regulating harvesting or commercial activities in relation to wildlife”.

The license to harvest wildlife stipulates the identity of the harvester, species and sex of the game prescribed for harvesting, restrictions on seasons and locations for the harvest, other terms and conditions set out in the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.30(2), as well the appropriate tags for the wildlife. 


This ensures that game is harvested in accordance to all wildlife legislation, which has been established through the IQ principal of Papattiniq/Munakhinik, and that the game is harvested in a manner that complies with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 54(5): 

“No person shall contravene any of the terms or conditions of his or her licence”, and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 58(1): 
“Every person harvesting wildlife shall act in accordance with this Act”.
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 18 (1):
“A person harvesting game and other prescribed wildlife requires a licence authorizing it, unless he or she has a right referred to in section 10, 12, 13, 14 or 16 to harvest that game or other prescribed wildlife without a licence”.
and in accordance with Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 2: 
“This Act applies in respect of

(a) all terrestrial, aquatic, avian and amphibian flora and fauna that are wild by nature or wild by disposition;

(b) all parts and products from wildlife; and

(c) all habitat of wildlife”.
PROPOSED NQLs: SPECIES AUTHORIZATION TAGS (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)

S.46 (2):  AFTER HARVESTING WILDLIFE PURSUANT TO A SPECIES AUTHORIZATION TAG, HARVESTING LICENCE HOLDERS MUST CANCEL THE TAG TO INDICATE THE DATE WHEN THE HARVEST OCCURRED.
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 29 (1): 
“A licence issued under this Act entitles the holder to do the things specifically authorized by the licence”, 
and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 54 (5): 

“No person shall contravene any of the terms or conditions of his or her licence”,

and in compliance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act, a harvester must cancel the tag indicating the date when the harvest occurred, thus ensuring that the harvest corresponds with the authorized season of harvest indicated on the harvesting license.  
PROPOSED NQLs: FUR TAGS (LICENCES AND TAGS REGULATIONS)
S.47:  FUR TAGS MUST BE ATTACHED TO ANY HIDE OR PELT HARVESTED FROM A FURBEARER FOR WHICH A TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST IS ESTABLISHED.

To ensure that the harvested furbearer is properly identified as being removed from the TAH population, and in legal possession of the harvester, the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.126 (1) states that: 
“The regulations may require a person to hold a tag and affix it to wildlife for the purpose of
(a) evidencing that person's authority to harvest or possess wildlife;

(b) regulating the allocation of a share of the total allowable harvest, including      the basic needs level or adjusted basic needs level;

(c) collecting information in relation to harvesting activities; and

(d) regulating harvesting or commercial activities in relation to wildlife.”

As well, the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.86 (2) states that: 
“A person harvesting a wild animal shall, as soon as practicable after gaining possession of it, attach the required tag to the wild animal in accordance with the regulations.”
PROPOSED NQLs (OPEN SEASONS ORDER): 
S.1: THE FOLLOWING SPECIES MAY BE HARVESTED FROM JULY 1 TO JUNE 30:  BARREN GROUND CARIBOU, BIRDS OF PREY EXCEPT GYRFALCON, DEER, FOX AND OTHER FURBEARERS NOT OTHER WISE LISTED, GRIZZLY BEAR, MOOSE,

For furbearers, the fur quality automatically dictates the main season for the harvest. Outside of late fall, winter and early spring, the harvest of furbearers is assumed marginal. Bears are protected at the den which provides a flexible season based on the animal behaviour rather than fixed dates.

PROPOSED NQLs (OPEN SEASONS ORDER): 
S.1: THE FOLLOWING SPECIES MAY BE HARVESTED FROM JULY 1 TO JUNE 30:  MUSKOX IN MX-1 TO MX-10, PEARY CARIBOU, POLAR BEAR, REINDEER, TIMBER AND TUNDRA WOLF, AND UPLAND GAME BIRDS.

For timber and tundra wolves, in the absence of urgent conservation issues, the fur quality automatically dictates the main season for the harvest. Outside of late fall, winter and early spring, the harvest of wolves is assumed marginal. 

Muskox in the high arctic is assumed seasonally protected due to restricted access during summer.


Muskox in the lower arctic islands (MX09, MX10) has increased rapidly and there is no significant conservation issue for this species in these areas at this time. 

PROPOSED NQLs (OPEN SEASONS ORDER): 
S.1: GYRFALCON MAY BE HARVESTED FROM SEPTEMBER 1 TO OCTOBER 31.

S.5.1.4 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
We suggest harvest of gyrfalcons be restricted to fall-passage birds only; however, the dates required for harvesting may vary across Nunavut. After consultation with recognized experts on arctic gyrfalcon ecology (B. Bromley, K. Poole), we recommend that the harvest of gyrfalcons be restricted to the months of September and October (i.e., 01 September–31 October).

The proposed open season for the harvesting of Gyrfalcons is based on the reproductive cycle.  The Gyrfalcon produces eggs in the spring, and the eyasses fledge and become independent by September, ensuring that only developed Gyrfalcons are harvested under the proposed season. Birds of North America Life History
S.1: MUSKOX IN MX-11 TO MX-13 MAY BE HARVESTED FROM OCTOBER 1 TO APRIL 15.

On the mainland, muskoxen populations have been going through sharp increases and drastic declines. To minimize the effects of harvest on muskox population productivity, the following rational has been used to recommend the harvesting season for muskoxen on the mainland.
S.3.1.4 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
During summer, musk ox form smaller groups led, usually, by a single bull male (i.e., a male and harem of females with calves; Banfield 1974). We believe there is a risk that the loss of bull males at this time may predispose females with calves to unknown, but likely higher levels of predation, given that bull males are thought to lead and coordinate harem defence against predators (Urquhart 1982). Further, bull males are believed to play an important role in leading females and calves to adequate forage during summer. Summer is critical for musk ox nutrition (Tedesco et al. 1993): there is evidence that the likelihood of pregnancy and successful parturition is related to fat reserves, and most fat reserves are accumulated during the summer and early fall (Adamczewski et al. 1997). During winter, the harem social structure dissolves and musk ox form larger, multi-male and multi-female congregations (Banfield 1974), at which time the loss of some males from the group is not thought to have an impact on predator defence or foraging behaviour.


We believe implementing a harvest season to protect against disruption of musk ox groups during summer is a valid conservation strategy, and, to this end, we recommend a harvest season from 01 October–15 April for southern musk ox populations inhabiting central mainland Kitikmeot (MX/11), the Boothia Peninsula (MX/12), and mainland Kivalliq (MX/13). Here, management is directed at increasing population growth rates and conserving expanding populations. An open season is recommended for Victoria Island (MX/10), where the musk ox population is large and increasing under the current harvesting regimen. An open season is also recommended for all northern musk ox populations, where harvesters do not usually have access to musk ox herds during summer.
PROPOSED NQLs (OPEN SEASONS ORDER): 
S.1: WOLVERINE MAY BE HARVESTED USING A TRAP FROM NOVEMBER 1 TO APRIL 15.

S.1: WOLVERINE MAY BE HARVESTED USING ANY LAWFUL METHOD, OTHER THAN A TRAP, FROM NOVEMBER 1 TO APRIL 30.

S.2.6.4 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT
In Nunavut, wolverines are believed to give birth in natal dens in March and April. Young are weaned at about seven to eight weeks, and begin to accompany the mother on foraging trips by 10 to 12 weeks. Young do not reach adult size until 6 to 7 months of age (i.e., late fall to early winter), at which time young disperse from females. We recognize the need to protect females with litters from harvest after family groups emerge. Protection of family groups at this time is likely to increase survival of young during their first year, which may be important for maintaining wolverine harvest opportunities: our records indicate the majority of harvest is for juveniles (0.5 to 1 year old) and yearlings (1 to 2 years old). Increasing the length of the harvest season from past practices may reduce juvenile survival in an unknown manner, which might affect the current sustainability of the harvest. Current and past harvests in W/01 and W/02 appear to have been sustainable in connection with restrictions on harvest season, and we continue to recommend closing wolverine harvest season after family groups emerge to protect females and young from being harvested. Specifically, we recommend that the harvest of wolverine by trapping be restricted to the period 01 November–15 April, and the shooting of wolverine be restricted to the period 01 November–30 April. 


Our recommended dates of harvest take into consideration, in part, non-quota limitations to promote the best-practice of harvesting wolverine. Harvesting of wolverine in W/03 is rare, and not likely viable for sustainable harvesting; we do not recommend seasons for harvesting wolverines in W/03. We recognize that it may be necessary to adjust the harvest season in units W/01 and W/02 if, through community consultation, more appropriate season dates for conservation purposes are identified.
PROPOSED NQLs (OPEN SEASONS ORDER):
S.2 (1): NO PERSON SHALL HARVEST WILDLIFE OUTSIDE ANY OPEN SEASON ESTABLISHED FOR THAT WILDLIFE.
Implementing harvest seasons is a valid conservation strategy, taking into consideration tenuous breeding cycles, seasonal population distribution, quality of fur, and any other considerations for maintaining vital and healthy wildlife populations. The establishment of the seasons will take into account the principals of Papattiniq/Munakhinik.
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 128: 

“Subject to the regulations, the Minister may, by order, establish open and closed times or seasons for the harvesting of wildlife and specify wildlife that may be harvested at any time during the year where

(a) it is necessary to implement an accepted decision of the NWMB; or

(b) the Minister considers it necessary or advisable in respect of those matters within the jurisdiction of the Government of Nunavut”, 

and in accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S. 99: 

“No person shall harvest wildlife contrary to any regulation or order that controls or prohibits the person from harvesting in relation to a time or season for that wildlife, unless specifically authorized by a licence”.
and in accordance with the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement S. 5.1.1/ Section 2 Nunavut Wildlife Act Definitions:
"non-quota limitation" means a limitation of any kind, except a total allowable harvest, and may include a limitation on season of harvest, sex of wildlife, size of wildlife, age of wildlife or method of harvest”
S.2 (2): IF THE OPEN SEASON DEPENDS ON THE TYPE, METHOD OR TECHNOLOGY USED TO HARVEST, ONLY AUTHORIZED TYPES, METHODS, OR TECHONOLOGIES MAY BE USED. 
The purpose for implementing restrictions on type, method and technologies used to harvest wildlife in the open season, is based on valid conservation concerns, where the protection of emerging family groups will ensure a greater survival of females and young 
(S.2.6.4 RECOMMENDATIONS ON TOTAL ALLOWABLE HARVEST (TAH) RATES FOR TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE POPULATIONS IN NUNAVUT).
In accordance with the Nunavut Wildlife Act S.99: 
“No person shall harvest wildlife contrary to any regulation or order that controls or prohibits the person from harvesting in relation to a time or season for that wildlife, unless specifically authorized by a license”.
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