Addressee
March 10, 2006
RE:
Draft Nunavut Wildlife Regulations and Orders for your review and comment

Dear Sir or Madam,
This letter is addressed to you as the representative of an aboriginal people or Band with rights under Article 40 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA).
In December of 2003, the Government of Nunavut (GN) passed the Wildlife Act, S.Nu, 2003 C.26. This modern wildlife management statute governs hunting, trapping and wildlife management activities within Nunavut, including in areas governed by the terms of NLCA Article 40. The Wildlife Act provides the legislative framework and guidance for wildlife management in Nunavut, but in order for the system to function, a set of detailed Regulations and Orders are necessary.
Since 2003, we have been developing the Regulations and Orders necessary for the Wildlife Act to function. Early drafts of these statutory instruments were provided to you in August of 2004. More recent drafts were completed in the period between April and September 2005.  
Accompanying this letter is a Compact Disk containing: 
1. Complete copies of each of the most recent draft Regulations and Orders;

2. Summary versions of each of those draft Regulations and Orders; 

3. A power point presentation prepared by the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) specifically concerning the harvest restrictions (total allowable harvests (TAHs) and non-quota limitations (NQLs)) proposed in the draft Regulations and Orders; and

4. A copy of the Wildlife Act itself.
Recognizing the need for the cooperative management of wildlife resources and the importance of stakeholder input, as well as the specific obligations of the NWMB under NLCA Sections 40.2.16, 40.3.3, 40.4.5 and 40.5.4, the GN and the NWMB invite your organization and people to review the attached draft Regulations, Orders and other documents, and to provide your comments and concerns to us.

We also wish to inform you that the Board has scheduled a meeting - Special Meeting No. 12 - on May 8th to 10th 2006, to publicly consider the proposed harvest restrictions contained in the draft Regulations and Orders. Attached to this letter is a copy of the Ad Hoc Procedures, related to the meeting, that the Board will be following. The NWMB urges your organization to participate in the process leading to those NWMB harvest restriction decisions that will affect your aboriginal people or Band in their Article 40 harvesting activities within the Nunavut Settlement Area (NSA).   

You may be particularly interested in reviewing the proposed TAH Orders (for falcons, other birds of prey, polar bears, grizzly bears, muskox, peary caribou and wolverine). If the aboriginal people or Band whom you represent harvests from a population of any of these species within the NSA under the terms of Article 40, and if the NWMB decides to establish a TAH for that population, the Board must allocate a basic needs level for the aboriginal people or Band within the NSA, separate from any basic needs level for Nunavut Inuit (see NLCA Sections 40.2.5, 40.3.3, 40.4.2 and 40.5.2). In such a circumstance, the NWMB would like to work with your organization to review the available evidence of your aboriginal people’s or Band’s harvesting of that species within the NSA.    
If you wish to obtain further information or arrange for a meeting with the GN, or if you wish to provide legal, technical or other comments to the GN on the draft Regulations and Orders in whatever form you feel most effective, your officials should contact:



Stephen Pinksen, Director


Policy, Planning and Legislation



Department of the Environment



Government of Nunavut



P.O. Box 1000, Station 1320


Iqaluit, NU



X0A 0H0


Phone:
867-975-7700


Fax:

867-975-7740


spinksen@gov.nu.ca
The GN welcomes the receipt of any comments not related to harvest restrictions by May 15, 2006. The GN will then review the draft Regulations and Orders, and promptly make any necessary changes.

Comments related to harvest restrictions are necessarily subject to a different schedule. Because of the timelines involved in the NWMB’s process for the consideration of harvest restrictions in the draft Regulations and Orders, the GN is required to initially file its proposed harvest restrictions and other documents with the Board by March 27th 2006 (see the NWMB’s attached Ad Hoc Procedures). Reviews of, or responses or challenges to, those proposed harvest restrictions must be filed with the NWMB no more than four weeks later – by April 21st 2006.

Should you wish to obtain further information from the Board or to arrange for a meeting with the NWMB, or should you wish to file any comments with the Board or participate in the NWMB’s Special Meeting No. 12, please contact:



Jim Noble, Chief Operating Officer



Nunavut Wildlife Management Board



PO Box 1379



Iqaluit, NU



X0A 0H0



Phone: (867) 975-7305



Fax:     (867) 975-7320



jnoble@nwmb.com 
Following the NWMB’s Special Meeting No. 12, the Board and the Nunavut Minister of Environment will follow the decision-making process set out in Part 3 of NLCA Article 5 with respect to final approval of the TAHs and NQLs in the draft Regulations and Orders. Once that process is completed, the draft Regulations and Orders will be finalized and submitted to the Government of Nunavut for approval by Cabinet, and passage into law. It is anticipated that this will take place in the summer of 2006.

The people of Nunavut share many aspects of our wildlife with neighboring communities along our very large boundary within Canada.  We also share many traditional and strong principles with respect to the cultural and social importance that wildlife continues to play in our modern society.  The new Wildlife Act and its Regulations and Orders are designed to protect and promote all of the rights contained in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, including those of neighboring aboriginal peoples and Bands under Article 40.
We therefore encourage you to take part in this important initiative by making a submission to the GN, the NWMB, or both, to ensure that your rights and interests are fully taken into account.
Sincerely,
___________________



____________________
Simon Awa 





Joe Tigullaraq
Deputy Minister




Chairperson and CEO
Department of Environment


Nunavut Wildlife

Government of Nunavut



Management Board
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