Month DD, YYYY

To:
insert HTO name, address etc. chairman
From:
Siu-Ling Han, Canadian Wildlife Service

Re: 
Species at Risk Act consultation on Peregrine Falcon Listing 

This letter is to inform you that the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) has reviewed the status of the Peregrine Falcon and recommended listing it as ‘Special Concern’ under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA).  

If the peregrine falcon is listed as  Special Concern there will be no prohibitions on harvest or restrictions on land use, but a national management plan for the species will need to be prepared.   Communities will be consulted on the management plan.

The purpose of this package is to:

1. Provide the HTO with some general information about the Species at Risk Act in Nunavut.

2. Provide the HTO with information on the Peregrine Falcon and the proposed listing.  

· There are some CDs (with instructions) included in this package that have on them presentations about the Species at Risk Act and the proposed listing of Peregrine Falcon.  The CD presentations are in English and in Inuktitut, and they can be listened to as well as seen.   

Paper copies of the slides from the CD presentations are also included in case you have trouble with viewing the CD.

3. Provide the HTO with the opportunity to comment on the proposed listing of the Peregrine Falcon

4. Request that the HTO respond to the Canadian Wildlife Service to indicate whether you support, do not support or are indifferent to the proposed listing of Peregrine Falcon as Special Concern.  

5. Request that the HTO provide the CWS with any other comments, concerns or information that they feel should be considered by the NWMB or the Minister of Environment when deciding whether to list the Peregrine Falcon under the Species at Risk Act.

The following summarizes information from the status report on Peregrine Falcon.

Peregrine Falcons are birds of prey with dark upperparts, light breast and bellies with some black spotting or bars, and a black bar on their cheek that runs down from their eye to their “chin”.  Peregrine Falcon females are larger than males.  Females are about 45 to 58 cm long and males are about 36 to 49 cm long.

Peregrine Falcons breed throughout Canada and Nunavut.  They winter in Central and South America.

Peregrine Falcons occur throughout Nunavut during the breeding season (May to October).  They nest on protected ledges or crevices in cliffs near good feeding areas.  They may also nest on pingos and use man-made structures for nesting.  

Use of the pesticide DDT throughout Peregrine Falcon range in the 1950s and 60s led to thinning of egg shells and a decline in reproduction and a decline in numbers.  Peregrine Falcons were considered Endangered in the 1970s.  The ban of DDT in North America as well as captive breeding and reintroduction of this species back into the wild have helped it recover.  Scientists believe that peregrine population levels are close to what they were before they started to decline.  COSEWIC considers them Special Concern because they are sensitive to chemicals in the environment and DDT is still used on their wintering grounds.
CWS is requesting the insert HTO name Directors to indicate in writing their position on the proposed listing of the Peregrine Falcon as Special Concern.   We would also like to know if you have any other information (including information about the species, or about your concerns or potential impacts of listing) that should be considered in deciding whether to list the Peregrine Falcon.   This information will be provided to the federal Minister of Environment and to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, for their consideration in making a decision about whether or not to approve the proposed listing.  

If the insert HTO name Directors would like more information about the Peregrine Falcon, or need further information about the proposed listing in order to make their decision, please let me know and we can discuss how CWS can try to meet those needs.

If the Directors feel that they have enough information to make a decision, please provide a written response or check one of the following options and send this page to me at the address below:

□ The insert HTO name Directors support the listing of Peregrine Falcons as Special Concern.

□ The insert HTO name Directors do not support the listing of Peregrine Falcons as Special Concern.

□ The insert HTO name Directors are indifferent to the listing of Peregrine Falcons as Special Concern.

We are hoping that you can reply to this letter by early June.  Please let us know if this will be a problem.

I look forward to hearing from you 

Thank you,

Siu-Ling Han

Canadian Wildlife Service

Box 1714 

Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0

Tel: 867-975-4633  Fax: 867-975-4645

Email:  siu-ling.han@ec.gc.ca

c.c. 


