Month DD, YYYY

To:
insert HTO name, address, chair etc.
From:
Siu-Ling Han, Canadian Wildlife Service

Re: 
Species at Risk Act consultation on listing of the Red Knot 

This letter is to inform you that the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) has reviewed the status of the Red Knot .  There are two subspecies of Red Knot in Nunavut, the rufa subspecies and the islandica subspecies (see attached presentation).  COSEWIC has recommended listing the rufa subspecies as Endangered and the islandica subspecies as Special Concern.  

Listing the rufa subspecies as Endangered will require a recovery strategy, an action plan and the identification and protection of critical habitat.   Communities would be consulted on all of these.

Listing the islandica subspecies as Special Concern does not result in any prohibitions or designation of critical habitat, but it does require preparation of a national management plan for the species.  Communities would consulted on the management plan

The purpose of this package is to:

1. Provide the HTO with some general information about the Species at Risk Act in Nunavut.

2. Provide the HTO with information on the Red Knot.  

· There are some CDs (with instructions) included in this package that have on them presentations about the Species at Risk Act and the proposed listing of Red Knots.  The CD presentations are in English and in Inuktitut, and they can be listened to as well as seen.   

Paper copies of the slides from the CD presentations are also included in case you have trouble with viewing the CD.

3. Provide the HTO with the opportunity to comment on the proposed listing of the Red Knot.

4. Request that the HTO respond to the Canadian Wildlife Service to indicate whether you support, do not support or are indifferent to the proposed listing of Red Knots (rufa subspecies) as Endangered and Red Knots (islandica subspecies) as Special Concern.  

5. Request that the HTO provide the CWS with any other comments, concerns or information that they feel should be considered by the NWMB or the Minister of Environment when deciding whether to list the Red Knot under the Species at Risk Act.

The following summarizes information from the status report on Red Knots.

Red Knots are medium sized shorebirds measuring about 23 to 25 cm long.  They have a small head and a black bill that is thick at the base and thin at the tip.  During the breeding season, they have a red face, breast and belly.  The two subspecies found that breed in Nunavut look the same.

Red Knots breed in Nunavut, the Northwest Territories and Alaska.  Rufa Red Knots winter on the Southern tip of South America and islandica Red Knots winter in Europe.  
Red Knots breed on the arctic islands of Nunavut, usually in habitat with very little vegetation.  However, they have also been found to nest in very wet areas with lots of plants.

Rufa Red Knots have declined because there is less food available to them on their stopover in the United States when they are migrating to Nunavut in the spring.  If they do not get enough food during their northward migration, they do not have enough energy to survive and reproduce.  Islandica Red Knots have also declined, but their decline has not been as dramatic.  Their decline is thought to be because their food source on their wintering grounds is being depleted.  
CWS is requesting the HTO Directors to indicate in writing their position on the proposed listing of the Red Knot (rufa subspecies) as Endangered and the Red Knot (islandica subspecies) as Special Concern.   We would also like to know if you have any other information (including information about the species, or about your concerns or potential impacts of listing) that should be considered in deciding whether to list the Red Knot.   This information will be provided to the federal Minister of Environment and to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, for their consideration in making a decision about whether or not to approve the proposed listing.  

If the insert HTO name Directors would like more information about Red Knots, or need further information about the proposed listing in order to make their decision, please let me know and we can discuss how CWS can try to meet these needs.

If the Directors feel that they have enough information to make a decision,  please provide the CWS with a written response about the proposed listing of rufa and islandica Red Knot.  

Or else, please check the options below and send this page to me at the address below:

For the rufa Red Knot (check one): 

□ The insert HTO name  Directors support the listing of Red Knots (rufa subspecies) as Endangered.

□ The insert HTO name  Directors do not support the listing of Red Knots (rufa subspecies) as Endangered.

□ The insert HTO name Directors are indifferent to the listing of Red Knots (rufa subspecies).

For the islandica Red Knot (check one):

□ The insert community name HTO Directors support the listing of Red Knots (islandica subspecies) as Special Concern.

□ The insert community name HTO Directors do not support the listing of Red Knots (islandica subspecies) as Special Concern.

□ The insert community name HTO Directors are indifferent to the listing of Red Knots (islandica subspecies).

We are hoping that you can reply to this letter by early June.  Please let us know if this will be a problem.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Siu-Ling Han

Canadian Wildlife Service

Box 1714 

Iqaluit, NU

X0A 0H0

Tel: 867-975-4633

Fax: 867-975-4645

Email:  siu-ling.han@ec.gc.ca

c.c. 
RWO and NTI

