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Decision:  x
Issue: Committee on the Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) recommendation that the Short-eared Owl be listed as Special Concern under the Species at Risk Act.
Background: COSEWIC reviewed the status of the short-eared owl in April 2008.

There have been confirmed sightings of Short-Eared Owl in Nunavut, but no population status or trend information exists.  Its breeding area is widely distributed in Canada. In the north, it is most likely to be found in coastal tundra areas.  It is likely that this species breeds in the Kitikmeot and/or southern Kivalliq region.  
In April 2008, COSEWIC assessed the status of the Short-eared Owl.  In August 2008, COSEWIC’s formal report was submitted to the Minister.  The COSEWIC statement is as follows:

This owl has suffered a continuing population decline over the past 40 years, including a loss of 23% in the last decade alone.  Habitat loss and degradation on its wintering grounds are most likely the major threat, while continuing habitat loss and degradation on its breeding grounds in southern Canada and pesticide use are secondary threats. This species nearly meets the criteria for Threatened status.
CWS briefed the NWMB on the species and our proposed consultation approach in December 2008.  Throughout winter/spring of 2009 we contacted all Nunavut communities that might be in the range of the short-eared owl (see table).  The communities were provided with, in both English and Inuktitut (copies attached):  a CD and paper copies of a presentation on the short-eared owl and the reason that COSEWIC considers it a species of Special Concern; a presentation on the Species at Risk Act; a letter asking them to indicate whether or not they had questions or needed more information, and a request to provide (if they felt they had enough information) a position on whether or not they supported the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern under SARA.

CWS followed up with all communities by telephone.  As of writing this briefing note, only Baker Lake (indifferent to the proposed listing) and Arivat (oppose the proposed listing) had replied.

Other northern Wildlife Management Boards that were consulted about the Short-eared Owl were the Sahtu Renewable Resource Board, Gwich’in Renewable Resource Board and the Inuvialuit Wildlife Management Advisory Council.  All of these Boards approved the listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern under SARA.
Next Steps
This briefing is the notification from the Minister of Environment of the results of the consultations on the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern.  It corresponds with Step 3.8 of the Memorandum of Understanding between NWMB and the federal government regarding harmonization of SARA and the NLCA. 
A formal request for decision and indication of what the Minister is considering with respect to listing of the Short-eared Owl will be transmitted to the Board following this briefing. 
Distribution of Short-eared Owl includes all Canadian provinces and territories, so all will be consulted on Short-eared Owl listing, including wildlife management boards that have jurisdiction or that share responsibility for the management of the species.

Recommendations:

That the Board begin to consider whether or not they approve of the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl in Nunavut as Special Concern under the Species at Risk Act.
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