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Canadian Wildlife Service                                                                        12 February 2009
Box 1714 

Iqaluit, NU    X0A 0H0
«Name», «Title»
«Organization»
«Address»
«Community», «Postal_Code»
RE: 
Species at Risk Act Consultation on Proposed Listing of the Short-eared Owl
The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) has reviewed the status of the Short-eared Owl.  COSEWIC has recommended the Federal Minister of Environment list Short-eared Owl as a species of Special Concern in Canada under the Species at Risk Act (SARA).   
Before the Federal Government decides whether to add Short-eared Owl to the SARA list, we need to consult with you. Your observations and comments on the potential impacts of the listing of Short-eared Owls are important to us.  All responses will be reviewed, assessed and weighed for the recommendation as to whether or not Short-eared Owls should be added to the SARA list.  
If the Short-eared Owl is listed as Special Concern, there would not be any prohibitions or designation of critical habitat, but a national management plan would be prepared for the species.  If the Short-eared Owl is listed, communities would be consulted on the management plan.

Purpose of this package is to:
· Provide the HTO with general information about the Species at Risk Act in Nunavut
· Provide the HTO with information on the Short-eared Owl
· Provide an opportunity for the HTO to comment on the proposed listing of the Short-eared Owl
· Ask the HTO for feedback, in writing to the Canadian Wildlife Service, telling us if you support, do not support or are indifferent to the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern

· Ask the HTO for comments, concerns, or information (including information about the species, or about your concerns or potential impacts of listing) that should be considered by the NWMB or the Minister of Environment when deciding whether to list the Short-eared Owl under the Species at Risk Act
What is included in this package?
· CD with two PowerPoint presentations (English and Inuktitut).  These have sound so you will need speakers or headphones to listen to them.

· Species at Risk Act general information (English and Inuktitut)
· Short-eared Owl Species at Risk Proposed Listing presentation (English and Inuktitut)
· Paper copies of these two presentations (English and Inuktitut)
· Response Form – Please fill out this form and fax it back to us 867-975-4645.
We hope the «Organization» Directors will review the information in this package and consider their position on the proposed listing of the Short-eared Owl as a species of Special Concern.  If you have any questions or need more information, please let us know.  
If the HTO feels it has enough information, please respond in writing to the Canadian Wildlife Service. You can either send us a letter or you can fill in the attached form and fax it to us.

Please tell us your formal position on the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern (i.e. oppose, support or are indifferent) and any other comments, concerns or information that you feel should be considered by the NWMB or the Minister of Environment. We will need your feedback by April 30, 2009 so that we can include it in a consultation report to the NWMB and to the Minister of Environment.  

Please call me if you have any questions or need more information.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Siu-Ling Han

Tel: 867-975-4633

Fax: 867-975-4645

Email: siu-ling.han@ec.gc.ca

c.c. 
RWO, NWMB and NTI
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Short-eared Owl
Summary of COSEWIC Status Report
(Special Concern 2008)

What do Short-eared Owls look like?

· Medium-sized owls

· About  34 to 42 cm long (13-16 inches)
· Have large yellow eyes

· Have very small ear tufts and this is why they are called Short-eared Owls
Where are Short-eared Owls found?

· Found all across Canada
· Nest in open areas like tundra and fields
· In Nunavut, Short-eared Owls have been reported in the Kivalliq and Kitikmeot regions
Annual Cycle of the Short-eared Owl

· Arrive in Nunavut in April or May, build their own nest and begin laying eggs by mid-June
· Lay an average of 5 eggs and females incubate the eggs for between 21 and 37 days

· Short-eared Owls leave Nunavut by the end of October.  We’re not sure where they winter.

· They feed on lemmings and other small “furbearers”.

Why are Short-eared Owls being listed as Special Concern?

· Population has been declining for 40 years
· 23% decrease in numbers in the last 10 years

What are the main threats to Short-eared Owls?
· Habitat loss on wintering grounds is likely the main cause of their decline
· Habitat loss on breeding grounds in southern Canada

· Pesticide use – found in the egg shells and leads to egg shell thinning and fewer eggs hatch
· Habitat loss and fragmentation – means it is harder for them to find good nesting areas, there is not as much food for them to eat and there are more predators and predation on their nests
Short-eared Owls almost meet COSEWIC’s criteria for being a Threatened species.  They have declined about 23% in the last 10 years.  If that number had been 30% in 10 years, they would probably have said they were Threatened.

The entire COSEWIC report is available online at: http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca
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«Organization»
«Community»
Do you have enough information to make a decision on your position/opinion on the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern?    
( Yes

( No

Do you need more information about Short-eared Owl, or need more information about the proposed listing to make your decision?


( Yes

( No

If you need more information, someone will contact you to see how best to provide this information.   

If you did not include a letter with this form, will you be sending one?  ( Yes
 ( No
When can we expect to receive it? ____________________________________
 

· Tell us your formal position (supports, does not support, or indifferent) and any other comments, concerns or information that should be considered in listing Short-eared Owls as Special Concern
Please forward your letters to: 
Species at Risk Biologist

Canadian Wildlife Service 

Box 1714 
Iqaluit, NU    X0A 0H0

Please send this by April 30, 2009 so that we can include it in a consultation report to the NWMB and to the Minister of Environment.  

Signature:  ___________________________________________     Date:                        
Title:  ________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 
Please fax this form to


867- 975-4645





What is the HTO’s position/opinion on the proposed listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern?  	


The � MERGEFIELD "Organization" �«Organization»� Directors support the listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern


The � MERGEFIELD "Organization" �«Organization»� Directors do not support the listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern


The � MERGEFIELD "Organization" �«Organization»� Directors are indifferent to the listing of Short-eared Owl as Special Concern
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