
[image: image1.png]Nunavit



SUBMISSION TO THE

NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD
FOR

Information: X



Decision:  
Issue: Proposed Listing of Polar Bear as a species of Special Concern 
           under the Species at Risk Act
GN Position

The Government of Nunavut has supported the assessment of polar bear as a species of Special Concern under the Species at Risk Act (SARA) since released by COSEWIC in April 2008.  COSEWIC guidelines for assessing a species as Special Concern are 
“A wildlife species that may become threatened or endangered because of a combination of biological characteristics and identified threats.” 

In determining that polar bears met the criteria for Special Concern COSEWIC provides an Assessment Summary with Reasons for Designation (See CWS Submission to this hearing).  These Reasons for Designation largely correspond to our GN positions, in particular:
· The life history of polar bears makes it a species sensitive to overharvest. 
· Some subpopulations have shown declining body condition in bears and changes in denning location linked to decreased availability of sea ice resulting from climate change.
· Polar bears require adequate seasonal sea ice. Continued loss of sea ice associated with climate change suggests that the polar bears range may contract in the future. 
· Parts of the High Arctic that currently support low numbers of polar bears may provide better habitat in the future as ice conditions shift to benefit polar bears. 
· Due to its life history, varying trends among populations, uncertainty of the effect of climate change, and an ongoing but well managed harvest, management of he species requires effective monitoring, increased research to assess effects of climate change, and sound and responsive management decisions to ensure is future.
Current Management

Nunavut has an exemplary harvest monitoring program for polar bears that tracks all mortality and gathers information vital to decision making.  Combined with population inventories that are carried out to assess population status and trend we consider Nunavut’s harvest sustainable sustainable.  Management decisions, though sometimes unpopular, follow the NLCA process that ensures that the best available information is used and that all stakeholders have a voice and input into the process. Our co management system has proven responsive to changing demographics seen in some populations.  This has been possible through the ongoing involvement and support of communities, stakeholders and harvesters.
A coordinated national management approach is in development through the draft National Polar Bear Conservation Strategy. If listed under SARA there is no impact on our existing management, such as the Polar Bear Memoranda of Understanding. Plans developed by Nunavut may in fact be recognized within a SARA-required National Management Plan that will be developed in consultation with Nunavut Government and co-management partners as well as the other jurisdictions.  
The GN Department of Environment is actively involved in conducting and initiating research projects on polar bears to determine population boundaries, size and productivity. This information will be important, when combined with Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit, in ensuring that the harvest continues to be sustainable, and in monitoring the status of polar bears in Nunavut.

Management Concerns

There are challenges to polar bear conservation.  In most cases, action to address threats goes beyond polar bears and their habitats and will require national and international cooperation beyond the Nunavut Settlement Area.  Climate change, pollutants, shipping and industrial activities are impacts that are generated often globally but felt locally. Collecting reliable information on which to determine status, trends, identify key habitat requires increased commitment and research effort to obtain. Capacity, both in funding and human resources, as well as inconsistent support for research activities will continue to be obstacles to management efforts. 

Local knowledge indicates that increased interaction between humans and polar bears is occurring; further human-bear conflicts are likely to arise in the future as tourism, exploration, and shipping increase and sea ice continues to melt.  Human-bear conflicts result in danger to people, property loss and increased mortality of bears. 
The primary habitat for polar bears is sea ice, as it provides the platform from which bears hunt, travel, mate, and even den.  In many parts of the polar bear range, terrestrial habitat is critical for denning. While some important habitat receives varying degrees of protection as national, provincial or territorial parks, the vast majority of polar bear habitat currently receives no protection from human activities. Coordinated conservation of both sea ice and terrestrial habitat, (e.g., through habitat protection and user guidelines, as appropriate), are critical to polar bear conservation.
Impacts/Benefits of Listing
There are no direct impacts as a result of a listing of Special Concern; our management program would continue without change or alteration.  Harvest restrictions are not automatic and would require the full process of the NWMB decision making process. 
The listing if approved will require development of a National Management Plan, and Nunavut stakeholders can expect significant participation in this process.  The National Management Plan will be beneficial to the management of polar bears and to the long-term viability of the species. 
An additional benefit that may occur with official listing is increased funding for research and new partnerships which would also benefit management of the species.
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