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Dear NWMB;
Thank you for the opportunity to present at this hearing.
We are hear today to talk about caribou. We all know the importance of caribou to Inuit and we recognize the need for management actions when herds are decreasing.

I am here today to show you why it is important to leave the TAH of Bathurst Caribou at 30, and how you will HURT THE CARIBOU if you take it to zero.

There are many causes of death for Caribou. Some of the big ones are, harvesting by predators, harvesting by people, weather, drowning and disease.

When trying to manage a decline in herd size, we as people can only impact in two of these areas. 1, managing the number of caribou harvested by people and 2, managing / reducing the number of predators – thus changing the number of caribou killed annually. 
Historically and currently the GN management plan has only been to reduce human harvest. They now are proposing a 0 human harvest will not proposing any predator harvest or management plan.
It is very ironic that the main groups that on their own are trying to manage predators are the same groups that have the few allocations of caribou tags and these groups SAVE MORE CARIBOU THEN THEY HARVEST!
This is done by harvesting wolves while caribou are also being harvested. Last year ANW and its JV partners harvested 12 wolves, 4 in the fall in Nunavut and 8 more on the wintering range in the NWT. As each wolf has been proven to eat 15 – 25 caribou / yr this means while harvesting 20 caribou we saved 180 – 300 Caribou.
We cannot see how anyone could think that by taking away the few tags we get will help save Caribou. In fact, it would be the opposite and they would be guilty of mismanaging the caribou herd.

The other group who gets caribou tags likewise does the same. The tags to our knowledge are given to a Inuit man and his wife who live on Contowoyto Lk which is in the heart of the Bathurst herd range. This man (John Franklin) kills a amazing amount of wolves (over 60 last yr I believe). He should be commended for doing MORE to help save the Bathurst herd without any help then anyone else including the GN but instead they are wanting to take away his last few tags. This is NOT Caribou management.

It is our proposal to this board that the caribou tags we get are tied with a management plan that is submitted showing how we will indeed help the caribou more than we hurt them. We will commit to harvesting a min of 10 wolves / year from traditional Bathurst caribou summer and winter range and we will try to make it more like 20 or 30. This will also mean our Inuit partners and our company will keep the economic benefits of jobs as well as their members getting the benefit of the meat.

This is clearly a WIN WIN for all and especially THE CARIBOU.

Our company is unique in that we can offer this harvest of wolves in both the Nunavut and the Northwest Territories.

Wolf reduction is a proven method of helping Caribou herds recover. The GNWT has finally (after waiting 12 yrs or so) started getting serious about reducing wolf numbers. The GN has no such plan and the only proposal they have would harm the herd by illuminating the only two groups that are doing wolf reduction, thus Caribou management.
We sincerely trust that this management board will see how the TAH needs to stay at least at current levels and by doing so the Bathurst Caribou will benefit. In addition, it will not bring economic hardship to Inuit or their JV partners and will help keep some meat on Inuit tables.

