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Managing wildlife, guided by conservation principles, honouring the key role of Inuit in harvesting, for the well-being of current and future generations in Nunavut.

July 07, 2026

The Honourable Joanne Thompson
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans
Government of Canada

Dear Minister Thompson:

Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board Decision on Pangnirtung Hunters and
Trappers Organization Request for a one-year 10-tonne increase to the Total
Allowable Harvest for Greenland halibut in the Cumberland Sound Turbot
Management Area

| NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting in
Kinngait, June 24, 2026, (RM002-2026), Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers
Organization requested a temporary 10-tonne increase to the Total Allowable Harvest
for Greenland Halibut in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area. The
temporary increase would raise the current Total Allowable Harvest from 500 tonnes to
510 tonnes until December 31, 2026. Effective January 1, 2027, the Total Allowable
Harvest would revert to 500 tonnes.

On June 25, 2026, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board), at its In-
Camera Meeting (IC002-2026), considered this request and passed the following
resolution:

RESOLVED that, Pursuant to Section 5.6.16 of the Nunavut Agreement, the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board approves the Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers
Organization’s request to temporarily modify the 2026 Total Allowable Harvest of turbot
in the Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area from 500 tonnes to 510 tonnes,
with the specification that this temporary increase will be available until December 31,
2026, after which time the Total Allowable Harvest will revert to 500 tonnes effective
January 1, 2027.
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Summary of Evidence and Arguments

In reaching its decision, the Board carefully considered the reasons provided by the
Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers Organization. The temporary increase would raise
the current Total Allowable Harvest from 500 tonnes to 510 tonnes until December 31,
2026. Effective January 1, 2027, the Total Allowable Harvest would revert to 500
tonnes.

The Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers Organization explained that the 75 tonnes
carried forward from the unharvested 2025 allowance had initially been intended to
support a fall open-water turbot pilot project. However, due to the success of the 2026
winter fishery, both the existing Total Allowable Harvest and the available carry-forward
were nearly exhausted, leaving insufficient quota to undertake the pilot project. The
Organization therefore requested an additional 10 tonnes to allow the project to
proceed.

The proposed pilot project is exploratory in nature and is intended to test whether
Greenland halibut can be harvested safely, effectively, and economically during the fall
open-water season in Cumberland Sound. The project would allow harvesters to identify
suitable fishing locations, evaluate vessels and fishing gear, assess operational
requirements, and better understand potential risks and challenges associated with a
fall fishery.

The Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers Organization further explained that the project
would create opportunities for knowledge exchange between Pangnirtung harvesters
and experienced Greenland fishers. Plans include having local harvesters observe
open-water turbot fishing operations in Greenland and inviting Greenland harvesters to
Pangnirtung to share expertise regarding vessels, gear, and harvesting techniques that
may be applicable to local conditions. The Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers
Organization submitted that the information gained through the pilot project would help
the community determine whether a fall open-water fishery could provide an alternative
harvesting opportunity in years when winter ice conditions are poor or unreliable. Based
on its assessment of the stock and recent harvest history, the Pangnirtung Hunters and
Trappers Organization indicated that the requested increase is small, temporary, and
unlikely to adversely affect the population.
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Conclusion

The Board agrees with the Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers Organization that a
temporal 10 tonne increase to the Total Allowable Harvest of Greenland halibut in the
Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area, to explore open water fishing, does not
constitute a conservation concern. The Board thereby forwards its decision to you
pursuant to section 5.3.17 of the Nunavut Agreement.

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the NWMB.

Sincerely,

S

— 5 ¥

Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

cc: Vera Banias, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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Canada Canada
Regional Director Directeur général
General régional
1 Arctic Road 1route de I'Arctique
Inuvik District Office Bureau de district d’Inuvik
Inuvik. NT Inuvik, NT

August 19, 2026

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
tsataa@nwmb.com

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

| am writing in response to your correspondence of July 7, 2026, conveying the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB’s) decision on the Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers
Organization (PHTO) and Pangnirtung Fisheries Ltd. (PFL) request for a one-year, 10-tonne
(t) increase to the 2026 Total Allowable Harvest (TAH) for Greenland halibut (turbot) in the
Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area (CSTMA). | have been asked to respond on
behalf of the Minister.

| understand that the additional 10 t will support time-sensitive initiatives for the feasibility
testing of inshore, open-water fishing in Cumberland Sound by the PHTO and PFL. As such, |
am pleased to accept the NWMB’s decision to temporarily increase the TAH for turbot in
CSTMA by 10 t (increasing the total TAH to 510 t) until December 31, 2026, after which time
the TAH will revert back to 500 t (effective January 1, 2027).

Yours sincerely,

Digitally signed by
Amosl Amos, Amy

Date: 2026.08.19
Amy 09:03:16 -06'00'

Amy Amos
Regional Director General, Arctic Region
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

c.c..  Denis Ndeloh, Director of Wildlife Management, NWMB
Christi Friesen, Regional Manager Fisheries Management, DFO
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